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The responsibility for statements, whether of fact or opinion, printed in the 
Journal, rests entirely with the writers thereof. Where. for good reason, the writer’s 


name is withheld, it is preserved on file, and is that of a person apparently 
trustworthy. 


THE MARGERY CASE 


For the information of our readers the editor has asked Dr. 
Crandon for a brief biographical sketch of Mrs. Crandon and himself ; 
for his own statement as to his wife’s mediumship; and for that of 
Dr. Mark Richardson, a well known Boston physician, who has been 
familiar with the case from the beginning. These have been cheerfully 
furnished and we desire to express our grateful obligation. The 
writers, of course, are entirely responsible for the truthfulness, accu- 
racy, and good faith of their statements.—F. E. 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 


Mina Stinson Crandon was born near Toronto and received her 
early training and education there. Her health and psychology have 
always been normal. She graduated with good standing in all her 
classes. She had one year of Latin and one year of French, but 
outside of that has studied no languages. 

At about the age seventeen she came to Boston and became secre- 
tary to one of the larger churches. She is married and has one child 
and is in perfect health physically and mentally. 

She was five years younger than her brother Walter, who passed 
over in 1911 at the age of twenty-eight years. He was injured by a 
locomotive and survived the injury only three hours. 

In his youth, Walter Stinson had tables tilt and levitate, in his 
presence, in daylight. This was looked on as a diversion and never 
taken seriously. His mother, who is still living, over seventy-five years 
of age, has been able for years to do automatic writing. 
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Since this mediumship began, Margery has continued to be jn 
apparently perfect health and suffers some, but not great, reaction 
after sittings which involve deep trance and the so-called higher phy- 
sical phenomena. 

Dr. L. R. G. Crandon was born in Boston. His mother came from 
a healthy, energetic family from Maine; her brother was Rear Admiral, 
J. E. Pillsbury, U. S. Navy. His father’s family came from Plymouth,f 
Mass., a direct descendant from twenty-three of the original Mayflower 
passengers. His great grandfather was Collector of the Port of Ply- 
mouth for thiry years, appointed by Washington. His father js 
President of the Boston Ethical Society. 

Dr. Crandon graduated from Harvard College in 1894, received 
his M.D. degree in 1898, and an A.M. from Harvard in Philosophy in 
1909. He has been, and still is in the practice of surgery in Boston. 
He is in no way psychic but is deeply interested in the matter 


from the points of view of the physician, the psychologist and the 
philosopher. 


THE “ MARGERY” MEDIUMSHIP 
L. R. G. CRANDON, A.M., M.D., BOSTON, MASS. 


Margery’s husband first became interested in psychical research in 


1923 when he read “ On the Threshold of the Unseen ” by Sir William 


Barrett, and Crawford’s four books on the reality of psychic phe- 
nomena. 


About June 1, 1923, a rough wooden table without nails, after the 
specifications of Crawford, was made for the “ Margery ” household 
and six people sat around it in red light as an experiment. Successfu! 
tilting was obtained almost at once and by the simple process of 
elimination it was found to occur only in the presence of “ Margery” 
though she need not be in contact with the table. A code of communi- 
cation with the possible operators was at once established and apparent 
identity of several discarnate relatives of the people about the table 
was made out. 


The mediumship developed rapidly, involving complete levitation 
of table in red light and then appeared in rapid succession all the 
varities of phenomena which occurred in the presence of the Reverend 
Stainton Moses, and others peculiar to this mediumship alone. This 


list includes the following catagories, there being several varieties under 
each heading. 


1. A great variety of raps, varying in force from the tap of 4 
finger-nail to the kick of a heavy boot; 
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2. Raps which answer questions coherently through a code of 
about eight words; 


3. Lights two to five inches in diameter, shown to some or to all 
sitters, pale, non-radiant, non-illuminating, extremely mobile ; 


4. Scents of many odors, like perfumes and one an apparent 
combination unlike any known to the sitters; 


from 
miral, 


a 5. Musical sounds—chimes, bugles, clock-bells, and other instru- 
f Ply. ments, though none was in the room; 
her is 6. Trance-writing in nine languages; 

7. Movement of furniture, smashing of the cabinet, lifting the 
ceived table with a sitter on it, balancing of unequally loaded scales within 
phy inf a celluloid cover ; 
oston 8. Passage of matter through matter: the apport of roses and of 
natterf a live pigeon; 
ad. the 9. The direct independent voice of “ Walter,” the control; proved 

to be independent by simple and fraud-proof methods ; 

10. The production of teleplasm in the red light, and flashlight 
photographs of it in the midst of red light; handling of these masses 
in red light by the sitters; 

welts 11. (Telekinesis) movements of luminous objects by the teleplastic 
Villiam§ terminals, visible to all sitters. 
¢ phe In July and August, 1923, trance appeared with trance-speak- 
ing and trance-writing but stopped December 1, 1923, and was 
ter they not seen again until January, 1925. December 1, 1923, and for the 
schold thirteen months following, all occurrences were without trance, the 
cessfulg Psychic talking freely and enjoying the sitting as well as the others. 
ess of f L2 September, 1923, the first efforts at independent voice were heard. 
gery” This quickly became standardized into an easily heard loud whisper, 
nmuni-§ Cming mostly from the cabinet but repeatedly, for special guests, being 
parent heard in other parts of the room as far away as eight feet from the Psy- 
> table Chic: in other words, a truly independent voice, never automatic, in the 
opinion of constant observers. This direct independent voice made 
‘tation communication with Walter, the control, So easy that systematic de- 
all the velopment of the phenomena followed rapidly. Each sitting now pre- 
verend | Suts, as it were, a cross section of the whole story of psychic research. 
This The voice prophesies or promises the physical phenomenon, then, under 
under ‘St conditions, the thing occurs as promised. New physical experi- 
ments and tests are proposed to Walter, he discusses them with the 
re sitters, he agrees with them as to what conditions should surround the 


tests and is, himself, apparently intrigued by new apparatus and 
pleased to get a hard problem. 
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Details of the mediumship are to be found in the files of the Scientific 
American for July, August, 1924 and January, 1925. The mediumship 
has been discussed at great length in the book entitled “ Margery” 
by J. M. Bird, published in 1925. 

At the present writing, the mediumship is eae studied by Mr. Eric 
J. Dingwall, Research Officer of the Society for Psychical Research of 
London. The Society asked Mr. Dingwall to come to America to study 
the case and it has now been under his observation a month. He made 
a preliminary report to an invited audience on January 31, 1925. 


The agreement under which he has had the sittings with “ Margery” 
is as follows: 


This AGREEMENT between Eric J. Dingwall, Research Officer for 
the Society for Psychical Research, of London, hereinafter designated 
as the investigator; and Dr. L. R. G. Crandon, of Boston, Mass, 
hereinafter designated as the doctor, covering the observation, by the 
investigator, of the “ Margery ” mediumship 


WITNESSETH: 


(1) It is understood that the name “ Walter ” is applied to the 
personality which manifests in the seance room, purports to be the 
deceased brother of the medium, and operates as the “ spirit control ”; 
without in any way binding any signer hereof to any particular inter- 
pretation of the true character of this personality. 

It is agreed between the investigator and the doctor that: 


(2) Neither the investigator nor any of his agents shall turn 
on any light in the seance room except with the prior knowledge and 
expressed consent of Walter. 


(3) The investigator shall supply the doctor with a signed copy 
of his notes of each seance, before he attends the next seance. 

(4) These notes shall, within the investigator’s best memory, 
include every fact with relation to the phenomena and the accompany- 
ing circumstances which he regards as in any way important. This 
is not intended to imply that the investigator need say anything about 
causes in these notes; but it is understood nevertheless that if at the 
end of any seance he is convinced that he has discovered fraud, he 
must say so in his notes. The doctor understands that if there is in 
the investigator’s mind merely the possibility of fraud, he is under 
no obligation to record this in his notes. 


(5) Subject to Walter’s approval, the investigator shall be in 
charge of the personnel and procedure at all seances; except that the 


doc 
gat 
anc 
nev 
sta 
val 
in 
me 
Se 
is 
an 

ha 
| 
st 
m 
t] 
t] 
¢ 
( 


turn 
and 


copy 


10ry, 
any- 
This 
bout 
t the 
1, he 
is in 
nder 


ye in 
t the 


THE MARGERY CASE 117 


doctor shall not be excluded without his consent, and that the investi- 
gator shall introduce no sitters without the doctor’s approval. 
Witnessed : i Signed: 
Mark W. Richardson. E. J. Dingwall. 
J. Malcolm Bird. L. R. G. Crandon. 
Dec. 30, 1924. 

Comparison of the fourth paragraph of Mr. Dingwall’s agreement 
and his public statement in Boston, namely, “I must say that I have 
never upon any occasion detected anything that could be called fraud 
or any kind of deceit,” is sufficient to show that this mediumship must 
stand high on the list and is of great importance in the rapidly ad- 
vancing study of psychic phenomena. 

There is a probability that the case will be studied by the Societies 
in both this country and Europe. The deplorable exposure of this 
mediumship to the amateur studies of the committee selected by the 
Scientific American is a matter of recent history. In the future it 
is intended that the case shall be observed only by persons of experience 
and earnest intent. 

The purpose of “ Margery” and her advisers has always been to 
have truth prevail and to contribute as many proved facts as possible 
to this mysterious age-old, but now fast growing science. 


IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
“MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP ” 


MARK WYMAN RICHARDSON, A.B., M.D. (HARVARD) BOSTON, MASS. 


I have observed the “ Margery Mediumship ” practically from the 
start. Excepting Dr. Crandon and two others, I have attended 
more sittings than any other one person. My conclusions are first, that 
the phenomena observed are genuinely supernormal, and secondly, that 
the good faith of Dr. and Mrs. Crandon is beyond question. Obviously 
these bald statements need elaboration, and must run the gauntlet of 
criticism, legitimate and otherwise. 

In the first place, what has been my personal relation to the 
mediumship and the actors in it? 

Dr. Crandon has been my friend and colleague at the insurance 
office for twenty years. I can conceive of no relation that would 
constitute a better test as to a man’s character and friendship. Dr. 
Crandon has stood the test perfectly. 
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In a way my wife and I have been responsible for the discovery of 
Margery’s powers. In brief the manner was as follows: In 1909 Mrs. 
Richardson and I lost suddenly, through infantile paralysis, two boys, 
John and Mark. In a search for help at this juncture, my wife began 
to read books on psychical research, and I followed sympathetically 
her lead. Visits to several prominent mediums in Boston and New York 
led to interesting and encouraging results. 

From time to time I spoke to Dr. Crandon about our experiences, 
and he became enough interested to try for sittings with one or two 
local mediums. He had little success, however. Then, in 1923, out 
of a clear sky appeared the mediumship of his wife which has developed 
to such extraordinary proportions. As is well known, the control in 
the mediumship is Walter, Mrs. Crandon’s brother, who was killed 


int 
by accident twelve years ago. Early in the mediumship our two boys § vat 
joined themselves to Walter as helpers, so that we have a personal § An 
as well as scientific interest in the case. of 

Now I am perfectly aware that what I have just said lays me § Re 
open to two charges; first, that, as a friend of Dr. Crandon and his § st: 
wife, I am a partner in conspiracy and fraud; and, secondly, that the § bi: 
association of my boys with the mediumship makes me necessarily a § be 
poor and biased critic as to phenomena observed. 

I am not at all worried about any charges against my moral § th 
character. I am somewhat sensitive, however, as to strictures against § he 
my powers of accurate observation, and my scientific acumen. Have § © 
I any reputation along these lines, even tho’ I am no psychologist, no § hi 
psychical researcher and no magician? In this connection I submit the § S$ 
following. The years 1896-1909 I gave to the laboratory investigation J} ¥: 
of a single subject—typhoid fever. I observed 400-500 cases of ty- § a 
phoid fever at the Massachusetts General Hospital; I wrote 20-30 § 
papers, and came to 10-15 important conclusions. Fifteen years § 
have passed and those conclusions still stand unchallenged. Why? § ¥ 
Because I was never in a hurry to make up my mind. Similarly as § t 
regards this mediumship, I have been in no hurry to make up my mind. i 

A few words as to one’s proper attitude towards an investigation I 


such as this. Why is it necessary and customary to approach the 
the subject with a pronounced bias toward fraud as the probable 
explanation of these extraordinary occurrences? My course has been 
exactly the opposite, and my reasoning is as follows: I recognize that, 
in this field, an enormous amount of fraud has been, is, and will be 
practiced. Fifty years ago a presumption of fraud could be justified 
perfectly. Today, however, as the result of observation by such men 
as Crookes, Lodge, Richet, Geley and others, we know that these super- 
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normal physical phenomena do occur under test conditions. When, 
therefore, similiar occurrences came within my experience, I said, 
“ These things have been observed and considered genuine by better men 
than I. I will accept them as true, until they are proved otherwise.” 
With such an attitude I could still withhold my decision until suffi- 
ciently strict scientific conditions could be satisfied. Furthermore, 
such a favorable bias actually helps in the production of phenomena, 
for it means an atmosphere of cheerfulness and harmony, which all 
investigators agree is conducive to success. Circles made up of hyper- 
critical scientists, fraud chasers and skeptics undoubtedly get less 
typical results because of this discordant mental bias. 

The mediumship divides itself, chronologically and scientifically, 
into three periods. First, that of friendly, partially-controlled obser- 
vation: second, more strictly controlled conditions of the Scientific 
American Committee: third, the very strictly controlled observations 
of Mr. Dingwall, Investigator for the British Society for Psychical 
Research. Naturally my scientific soul rejoiced at the increasing 
stringency of the environment, especially as my preliminary favorable 
bias became justified by the event; for, in many ways, the phenomena 
became more remarkable, the more strict the conditions. 

In another part of this Journal, Dr. Crandon has given a list of 
the various manifestations of this mediumship. Practically all of them 
have occurred in my presence. Reasoning backwards in order of 
credibility I have seen and felt the teleplasm with Mr. Dingwall; I 
have experienced all the “ bell box ” and allied phenomena with the 
Scientific American Committee, and have observed all the extraordinary 
variety of happenings of the preliminary period. In this early period 
an elaborate system of fraud with cooperation of confederates could 
easily be suspected, but I have no evidence or suspicion of such fraud. 
Many times have I sat at Margery’s left, controlling left hand and foot, 
while most astounding feats of dexterity and force were occurring in 
the immediate neighborhood. Three was no coincident muscular action 
in either upper or lower extremity. The medium’s hand lay in mine 
perfectly limp. 

Adequately to describe what I have seen and heard would require 
a book, and much of it would be unconvincing. I will confine myself 
to a few of those occurrences which have impressed me most. 


I 
It will surprise many when I mention as among the most impressive 
phenomena the “ tipping ” or “ tilting ” or “ levitation ” of the table. 
To be at all appreciated it must be seen and felt. Words cannot do 
it justice. Perhaps “ electrified ” expresses best the table’s apparent 
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condition. It tilts, often with extreme rapidity; it swirls with a cir- 
cular motion (laughter).; it expresses joy, sorrow, love and other 
) emotions; finally (in red light) it rises into the air and waves gracefully 
to and fro to the music of the victrola for thirty seconds. During 
this phenomena the finger-tips of the sitters rest lightly on the surface 
of the table. Levitation of this table without contact I have not seen, 
It has occurred in the dark. 


II 
In red light, at request, Walter has started and stopped the vic- 
trola. Incidentally he has on several occasions whistled a beautiful and 


complicated obligato. During his life Walter was an expert whistler. 
Margery has no such gift. 


Ill 


Three times the cabinet has been smashed in my presence. This 
cabinet has three wings and is held together by strong angle-irons. At 
one of these “ smashings ” the Scientific American Committee was in 
control. Mr. Bird held Margery’s right hand where it joined that of 
Dr. Crandon; Dr. Carrington held the left hand; Dr. Comstock was 
free to move outside circle; Mr. Conant, assistant to Dr. Comstock, 
guarded the doorway. There was no light. The original circle re- 
mained unbroken. 


The movement of objects in the dark has been frequent and 
accompanied with almost unbelievable accuracy. Never has a sitter 
been injured and almost never hit by a moving object. A small in- 
cident, but one very convincing to me is as follows: Walter had given 
charge of the sitting over to my son John, his assistant. John took 
a metal ash tray from the table, rapped loudly on the table, on the 
medium’s chair, on the wall of the cabinet. Then his mother said 
(sitting at the end of the table farthest from the medium) “ John, 
I wish you would tap on the stone of my engagement ring.” Imme- 
diately, without any fumbling, there was a gentle tapping on the ring 
indicated. The room was pitch dark. 


V 
In red light a megaphone is seen swimming in the air above the 
medium’s head, in a manner incompatible with suspension by a string. 
A flash-light photograph taken during the red light illumination shows 
no visible means of support. 
VI 
In red light I hold in my hands, a foot above the table, the famous 
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bell-box. My neighbor has passed his hands, around, over and beneath 
the box, revealing no wires. The bell rings without visible contact. 

Walter has said: “ Take a picture while the box is ringing, and 
John will try to show his hand under the box.” 

The photograph shows my left hand to be unnatural. It looks as 
if I had on a white woolen mitten (teleplasm?) Clasping the under 
surface of my left wrist where it joins the hand is a small well defined 
hand. I had not felt it. 


VII 


Walter prophesied. ‘ Some day I will show you my hand ringing 
the bell-box.” Three times such a hand has been photographed. It 
is “ pudgy ” and unnatural in appearance and suggests fraud imme- 
diately. The more recent demonstration of teleplasm, however, with 
its partial differentiation into prehensile organs, puts an entirely 
different light on these “ pudgy hands.” One of these “ hand ” photo- 
graphs, moreover, shows an “ extra ” baby hand, normal in appearance, 
clasping Dr. Crandon’s little finger. 


: VIII 
A photograph taken by Hope, the English “ spirit ” photographer, 


of Dr. and Mrs. Crandon, who visited Hope as utter strangers. Among 
several “ extras ” appeared one of myself at about age 21. The like- 
ness was recognized instantly by me and all my family. Walter says 
it is a picture of my youngest boy, Mark, who looked like me, and 
would now be twenty-one. 


IX 


In red light I have seen a mass of teleplasm. In the dark I have 
felt this teleplasm. Against an illuminated plaque I have seen one of 
these “ pseudopods ” encircle an illuminated “ doughnut ” and raise it 
from the table. Photographs show a well defined attempt at the for- 
mation of a hand with suggestions of skin and nails. These observations 
give great importance to the production, several months ago, by 
Walter, of an imperfect paraffin glove, similar to those obtained by 
Richet and Geley. The wrist opening of this glove is too small to allow 
the exit of any normal hand. Mobile teleplasm, however, could easily 
escape. Forty flashlight photographs (in red light) have been taken 
of these incomplete teleplastic hands. 


x 


Walter’s independent voice. Others claim to have heard Walter and 
Margery speaking at the same time. I have not. I have, however, 
heard Walter’s voice under the table and (through the megaphone) 
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far in front of Margery on the table. At one sitting, everybody’s 
mouth (including that of Margery) was covered by the hand of his next 
door neighbor. Walter’s voice persisted. 


XI 

Walter’s personality. I am about seventy-five percent convinced 
that Walter is a distinct entity and not split off from Margery’s 
personality. In any event he is a most delightful and friendly indivi- 
dual. Every one who meets him, loves him. 

When the regular development of the mediumship was interrupted 
by the Scientific American investigation, Walter had been showing 
psychic lights of varying sizes and intensities. In these luminous areas 
what appeared to be attempts at materialization occurred. Indeed 
Walter, at that time, prophesied that, ultimately, he would show him- 
self complete “ with his legs stretched before the fire.” Who knows? 
Thus far Walter has rarely made a promise that has not been fulfilled. 


MR. E. J. DINGWALL’S STUDY OF “ MARGERY ” 


Mr. Eric J. Dingwall, the Research Officer of the English Society 
for Psychical Research, has been in this country some two months 
studying “ Margery.” On Saturday evening, January 31st, he read 
his first report to an audience of some thousand or more people in 
Jordan Hall, Boston. The gathering was a private one, the tickets 
having been distributed beforehand, and academic circles were well 
represented. Professor William McDougall presided. The editor was 
present and listened with great interest. We offer our readers a 
stenographic report. 


Prof. McDougall spoke as follows :— 


Ladies and gentlemen; We are gathering as the Boston members of 
the American Society for Psychical Research, and we have invited a 
few friends as guests to this private meeting by reason of the special 
interest of the occasion. The facts which give special interest to this 
occasion are :— 


First: The presence among us of Mr. Eric J. Dingwall. Mr. 
Dingwall has consented to speak to us about the physical phenomena of 
mediumship. Mr. Dingwall is, I suppose, at least as well qualified, 
perhaps better qualified to speak to us on this topic than any other 
man now living, and I think it proper that I should say a few words 
in justification of that approval. First, Mr. Dingwall is a student 
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and a scholar. I must regretfully make the admission that he is 
not a doctor of philosophy, as far as I know, but I think I can 
partly explain in a way that regrettable admission by telling you that 
he comes from England and in that benighted land doctors of philos- 
ophy are remarkably few. Mr. Dingwall has studied for some eight 
years in the University of Cambridge, England, and I, being a graduate 
of that university, naturally am disposed to believe that those eight 
years of study constitute a very high qualification for any pursuit and 
more especially the pursuit of truth. Again Mr. Dingwall has served 
for several years as the chief research officer of the English Society for 
Psychical Research. Most of you here will know that that society has 
been the pioneer in this most difficult of all fields of scientific research. 
That society has led the world and set the standards in this field. It 
has distinguished itself not only by enlisting in the service of its cause 
many men of great intellectual distinction, but it has preserved with 
great impartiality, often under most trying conditions, the strictest 
standards of criticism. Mr. Dingwall’s position in that society is an 
ample guarantee to us of his competence and his trustworthiness. 
Third, Mr. Dingwall has specialized for many years in the study 
of the physical phenomena of research, in those alleged supernormal 
physical phenomena which constitute, roughly, one-half the whole field. 
His position has secured for him opportunities where he can make good 
use of this study at first hand, often in a prolonged fashion, in many, 
perhaps I might say most, or even all of the most famous recent cases of 
mediumship both in Europe and on this continent. Fourth, I should 
tell you that Mr. Dingwall is an expert conjurer or magician, that is to 
say, he is not, like myself, a mere academic scientist. He is not a man 
of the kind who, as you all know, is of all men the most likely to be 
deceived, to be the most ready to take any simple conjurer’s trick for 
a supernatural marvel or supernormal phenomena. He has been ini- 
tiated into the mysteries of the conjurer’s art and has practiced those 
arts, and his competence in that field is shown sufficiently by the fact 
that he is a member of the Inner Magic Circle, of London, a company 
which is, I believe, the most select of its kind perhaps in the world. 
He is also a member, I believe, of a corresponding, equivalent society in 
this country which ranks with the London Circle. Therefore, I say, 
when Mr. Dingwall speaks to us of physical phenomena he speaks with 
the utmost authority, so far as authority has any bearing in this field. 
He speaks with competence and knowledge. 


The second fact that gives interest to this meeting is the fact that 
Mr. Dingwall has been making an all too short study of a case of 
mediumship of which some vague rumors may have reached the ears 
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of one or two of you. I mean, of course, the now famous “ Margery ” 


ca 

case here in Boston. And Mr. Dingwall has promised to say something J an 
: about the case this evening. an 
It would, perhaps, be unwise for him, or for any investigator of — FE 

such a case, to discuss the case even before such a select group as we § ob 

have here this evening if it were not that this case has already been — m¢ 

given very wide publicity, and that fact makes it not, I believe, an J ec 

indiscretion to tell you something about the many interesting phe- — m: 

nomena or occurrences that Mr. Dingwall has been able to observe § H 

during his short study of this case. It is one of very great interest as § fa 

you perhaps already suspect. I might say that the evidence as to the § th 

reality of these so-called supernormal physical happenings is now very § pl 


strong. To dispute or question their reality has become in recent years 
the center of a large controversy in Europe, more especially, perhaps, 
in England, France and Germany; and in that controversy, on both 
sides, there are taking part not only the followers of various super- 
stitions, but men of the greatest intellectual distinction, scientists, 
eminent physicians, etc. 

Boston has long had the reputation of being, above all other cities 
and places, the home of new things, the very fountain head of new 
religions, of new cults, new methods of healing, new wonders of all sorts. 
It has always been in the van, and it would be a strange thing if in this 
controversy Boston had been left out. But Boston has not been left 
out. Boston has risen to the occasion. It has produced “ Margery,” 
and in producing “ Margery” Boston has placed itself at the very 
center and head of the controversy so that we may say that the very 
eyes of the world have been centered on Boston. We must all be glad 
that “ Margery ” has preserved the ancient reputation of Boston. 

. Before I introduce Mr. Dingwall, I just want to give, if I may 
: without presumption, one word of advice. If you find that Mr. 
Dingwall’s account of this case and other cases, if you find that any of 
the evidence seems to compel you to accept the reality of these alleged 
physical phenomena of mediumship, then I would urge you to realize 
clearly that your acceptance of those phenomena as real, as truly 
happening and as being in a sense supernormal, and that science as now 
equipped cannot explain them,—that acceptance does not necessarily 
carry with it or commit you to the spiritist theory in general. It is 
very possible to accept these phenomena as real and yet to reject or to 
suspend your judgment about the spiritist interpretation. I am urging 
you to do a thing that is not easy; to distinguish between facts and the- 
ories. That there is a long step between the acceptance of the facts of 
the phenomena and the theory of the spiritist is already shown in the 
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case of Charles Richet, whom I cite as illustrating very well the accept- 
ance of the phenomena, or many of them, and the rejection of that or 
any other theory. Prof. Richet is one of the most distinguished of 
European physiologists, and has testified over and over again to having 
observed phenomena which are supernormal in the sense which I have 
mentioned, among these being that strange phenomenon of so-called 
ectoplasm—the appearance from the ovaries of the medium of some 
mass of matter which apparently retreats once more into the ovaries. 
He has observed many other of these physical phenomena, but is very 
far from accepting the spiritist interpretation. If you find that any- 
thing that Mr. Dingwall says makes you accept the reality of the 
phenomena, follow the example of Prof. Richet and distinguish fact 


from theory. It is a pleasure now to present to you, Mr. Eric J. 
_ Dingwall. 


Mr. Dingwall spoke, in subtance, as follows :— 


Professor McDougall; Jadies and gentlemen: This evening I am 
going to read to you a brief report on the “ Margery ” mediumship. 
Then I am going to show you a few slides illustrating some of the phe- 
nomena we have observed, then pads of paper are going to be handed. 
around, upon which you can write questions which I shall try to answer. 
Questions will have to be limited to one-half hour, but if an interesting 
discussion continues we may be able to extend that period. 


First of all I shall read a brief report of the “ Margery ” medium- 
ship and its relation to other physical phenomena. Before giving you 
my observations of the Boston medium, naturally I want to say some- 
thing about psychical research in England. Before 1882 few scientific 
men had approached the problem with any systematic or sustained 
effort. Professors Hare and Knapes and some competent scholars in 
England had made some attempt at inquiry but their results were not 
accepted and their task had to be abandoned. But in 1882 the Society 
for Psychical Research was founded by a group of eminent Englishmen, 
who believed an important body of facts existed. The society still 
exists and its publications comprise over fifty volumes. The main 
purpose of the society is to make an organized and systematic attempt 
to investigate various sorts of supernormal occurrences. The phe- 
nomena that we investigate fall broadly into two main classes—the 
mental or subjective, and the physical or objective phenomena. I 
propose briefly to touch upon these two classes and to indicate the 
scope of psychic research so as to be understood. For this purpose 
I am going to ask for the lights to be turned down so that you can 
follow intelligently. 
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(The lantern slide shown bore the following list in parallel columns 
and the speaker explained each phase briefly.) 


MENTAL PuysicaL 
Telepathy Telekinesis 
Automatism Teleplasm or Ectoplasm 
Phantasms Teleplastic Telekinesis 
Veridical Dreams Auditory Phenomena 
Prevision Luminous Phenomena 
Psychometry Percussive Sounds 
Trance communications 
Haunts 


These then are the occurrences that form the subject matter of 
psychical research. Amid a mass of fraud and misrepresentation, 
these things exist or occur and their absolute reality can only be 
demonstrated after long and laborious experiments. 

The first and most pointed was the series of observations made by 
Prof. Richet with the French medium, Eva Carriere—a teleplasm form- 
ing definite shapes slowly and in a fair light. But later there appeared 
a new medium in Austria, Willy Schneider, who combined teleplasm 
with the moving of objects. He was investigated by the same Prof. 
Richet and also held several seances in the University of Munich. The 
report was published last year in Germany, and constitutes the most 
formidable array of facts in relation to physical phenomena. A con- 
troversy is now raging in Germany and Austria over this. In England 
the affair is especially interesting since young Willy Schneider visited 
the society in London and held a series of sittings. We formed a 
favorable opinion of the phenomena and hope that this year sittings 
may be arranged. In the case of Willy Schneider we have both tele- 
plasm and telekinesis (levitation). In this sense the work of one 
supplements the work of the other. In both cases the sittings were 
conducted upon an orderly and systematic plan and in this respect 
differ from the conditions suffered by the Boston medium, “ Margery,” 
in the Scientific American investigation. 

The “ Margery ” case falls into three phases. Firstly, the period 
when mediumship was used for private purposes. Secondly, the period 
in which the Scientific American Committee was attempting an inquiry, 
and third, the period in which, through the kindness of “ Margery” 
and her husband, I have been permitted to observe the phenomena of 
“Margery.” The first, the period of incubation, the second, the period 


of development. Of the changes which have taken place during my own 
visit I will talk later. 
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In this connection I will say that when viewed by an outsider, the 
entry of the Scientific American into psychical research was attended 
by an evil odor. For the first part it was marked by the publication 
in the journal of some material by an obscure person and also by 
prejudiced and biased men. The publication of that material dealt a 
severe blow to the Scientific American Committee and laid a poor 
foundation. The committee was, in my opinion, foredoomed to failure 
from the start because members lived at various distances so the full 
and regular meetings of the committee were difficult. Apparently there 
was no chairman, the work being left to a secretary. 

The “ Margery ” mediumship is not an ordinary mediumship. It 
is unique. It was thé failure to realize the unique characteristics of 
the case that prevented the Scientific American Committee from arriv- 
ing at a decisive verdict after ninety sittings. The final scandal was 
perpetrated by a member of the committee whose knowledge of the art 
of self-liberation is as profound as his ignorance of the method of 
scientific investigation. A series of accusations followed, with which 
all of you are only too painfully familiar. 

The result of the lack of organization was that in many seances 
additional persons were enlisted. It appears that the majority of these 
persons were never present at a seance of this kind. Thus the Margery 
mediumship was treated as a burlesque puzzle or vaudeville show. 
When the ruler was discovered in the box made by Mr. Houdini, the 
committee did not have either the sense or courage to demand that the 
ruler be left untouched until an attempt was made to take finger prints. 

I will now give my report of my investigations. At these sittings 
the observers were Prof. McDougall, Dr. Worcester, a photographer 
Mr. R. W. Conant, and myself. Margery and her husband were of 
course present and except on one occasion the sittings were held at 
Margery’s house. Having but a few sittings at my disposal, it was 
impossible to make any systematic study of the phenomena which can 
only be carried out in psychical laboratory with proper equipment. 
It appeared that the best course was to work quietly, observe what 
occurred and discover how far an orderly development could be ob- 
tained. Since much time had been wasted in arguing about the proof 
of it all, the simple expedient was adopted of sewing luminous bands 
onto a piece of tape, to the center of which was tied a luminous disc. 
This was tied around the head of Margery. Luminous bands were 
placed around the wrists and ankles. Similar wristlets were worn by 
the observers on either side of the medium. These two observers held 
Margery’s hands. The general rule of the seances is darkness. A 
little light or red torch is allowed at times, but the general employment 
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of red light throughout the sitting is much to be desired. It probably 
could be arranged. In order to give some idea of the phenomena I 
shall read partial accounts of a few sittings. 

January 6, 1925, Prof. McDougall, Dr. Worcester, Margery, her 
husband, myself. The medium wore luminous head bands, wristlets and 
anklets. On the table in front of the medium is a mechanical bell to 
the knob of which is fastened a cork and on top of the cork is a 
luminous disc; two round luminous paper rings are also on the table 
together with a basket on top of which are four luminous bands. In 
the accounts which follow I shall use the terms which have been pre- 
viously used—*“ Margery ” for the medium, F. H. for her husband, and 
“Walter” for the personality who gives directions and operates through 
the medium. The phenomena began by the large ring being slightly 


tipped up, as by a current of air or some other cause. Then Walter | 


asked Mr. Dingwall and Dr. Worcester to move nearer the table. Soon 
after this he asked Mr. Dingwall to place his hand palm upwards. 
After a few moments Mr. Dingwall felt a cold clammy material just 
touch the nail of his middle finger which was slightly raised above the 
table. It then touched the next finger, then another, until it went over 
the whole hand. 'The substance resembled a cold damp tongue. Dr. 
McDougall put his hand across the table and felt something like a cold 
tongue which flashed across his hand. Dr. Worcester said it rested on 
his hand and he compared it to the feeling of cold, raw beef. This 
impact was audible as well as tangible, an observation verified by Mr. 
McDougall. Walter asked Mr. Dingwall to put his hand on the table. 
Some tongue-like substances were then thrown on the surface of the 
hand. I crossed my hand. It withdrew itself with a sinuous slow move- 
ment. It appeared to Mr. Dingwall to be a little drier than formerly. 
The substance then covered his fingers and gathering itself, it imme- 
diately covered his hand with a sharp slap. It, then moved toward 
the ring, the latter being flipped across the table onto the floor. The 
sound of the slapping was distinctly audible. After it fell, Dr. Me- 
Dougall saw what might have been a long flabby finger, which rapidly 
fell across the ring, then withdrew, dragging the ring with it. Dr. 
Worcester then put his hand over. The back of it was hit sharply. 
This time he thought the substance more massive, covering a larger 
portion of his hand. I will make it plain that this occurred twice. 
A luminous plaque was then asked for by Walter. This was so 
painted that it becomes brightly luminous in the darkness. It was 
placed standing upright on the edge of the table. Mr. Dingwall ob- 
served a movement on the edge of the plaque near the medium. It was 
produced by a mass of black substance resembling two inches of the end 
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of a mittened hand. It was projected, withdrew several times and 
finally the mitten-like hand apeared to slide across the surface of the 
table and then rose up against the plaque, showing itself. Dr. Wor- 
cester did not see so much of this but saw an object move with stealthy 
gliding motion. It advanced and receded several times. It seemed 
to be grayish or black. Dr. McDougall saw only a vague opaque form. 
While the basket was standing in front of the plaque the mass of sub- 
stance crept toward it with an audible sound, flicked the basket out of 
the way, and it went into the lap of the medium. Dr. McDougall saw 
the rounded blunt edge of an opaque object. It then became distinctly 
divided, looking like large clumsy fingers close together. 

There was a short period of rest, the plaque still on the table and 
basket on top of plaque. The plaque, with the basket on it, rose in the 
air. It remained floating for a few seconds followed by a series of 


undulations. In spite of these movements the basket remained on the 
plaque. 


That is an account of some of the phenomena at one sitting. 

January—1925. Same conditions. Part of the large luminious 
ring was obscured by a finger. Mr. Dingwall, Dr. Worcester and Prof. 
McDougall were each allowed to feel down a long cord which ran from 
the mass on the table toward the medium. It was a sort of flesh-like 
cord, somewhat rough to the touch. Afterwards the finger-like sub- 
stance lifted the luminous ring and waved it about with great freedom, 
the fingers going three inches above the table. On the table we saw 
amass like a hand, a gray mass like putty, a sculptor’s model of a 
hand with deep skin markings about the knuckles. You will see some 
sort of development apparent. 

The illuminated plaque was then used. Again the mass threw itself 
onto the plaque and five fingers of all shapes seemed to grow out of 
the mass. 

Another incident. I am sitting to right of the medium, holding 
one hand. Dr. Worcester holds the other. The hands of F. H. are 
held on either side by Dr. Worcester and Dr. McDougall. The medium, 
still holding my hand, took the mass of substance in her lap, and threw 
it oato the table. Then each separately felt the mass on the table. 
It was thought firmer than previously, gristly and resilient. The red 
light was then turned on and the piece of cord which leads from the 
mass on the table seemed to be thicker at the part where it disappeared. 
It was dark brown. The medium’s head was then laid several times 
on the surface of the table. Under instructions the red torch was 
turned on her head for two seconds and showed a large mass of sub- 
stance on her right ear. A photograph was taken. Dr. Worcester 
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observes: I felt the mass twice. The first time it appeared to extend 
from the right temple to top of ear and front of ear. The second 
time medium took my hand and pressed against it with greater force 
than I should have used. It appeared to extend from nearly the top 
of the head to lower lobe of the ear. As nearly is I could judge it was 
three-quarters of an inch thick at lower end. It was cold and clammy. 
My hand touched her head but it was forced up again. Looking at 
it in the red light it looked brownish gray to the others, but of lighter 


Those are fair specimens of the alleged materializations of Margery. 

The next seance was held in a room away from the medium’s home, 
and as far as we can ascertain, one she had never entered before. The 
medium and F. H. both wore luminous wrist bands and Margery wore 
luminous anklets and head disc. Sits in front of an improvised cabinet 
made of a hinged screen, with dressing gown on top. A table is in front 
of her. At one side sits F. H., holding one hand and I on the other 
side, holding the medium’s left hand. A tambourine with a luminous T 
painted on membrane is right on the table near my right hand. 
Suddenly it moves and rises slowly into the air to about three inches 
above the surface of the table then it moves toward me floating over 
my hand and that of the medium and ascends to two and one-half inches 
above the table. It was held suspended, then it rises, passes over my 
hand, and falls upon the table jingling. Such a phenomenon was 
impressive. 


Owing to circumstances over which we have no control, it has 
hitherto proved impossible to hold sittings in some place especially 
set apart for the purpose. My aim has been rather to obtain a general 
view of the mediumship than to impose a series of conditions which 
might easily have prevented any results. As it is, we have seen under 
varying conditions a number of phenomena which, if authentic in their 
device, make the mediumship one of the most remarkable ever recorded. 
Although lack of time has prevented our going into this as thoroughly 
as we should like, I must say that I have never upon any occasion 
actually detected anything that could be called fraud or any kind of 
deceit. It is my earnest hope that Margery may see her way glear 
to come to London, where in the sight of our members there, her 
mediumship may be placed upon a permanent and lasting basis. 

After Mr. Dingwill had shown several slides of photographs, Prof. 
McDougall said: 

I feel under certain obligations to attempt what is perhaps im- 
possible. I am unfortunate enough to be one of the members of the 
Scientific American committee to which fell the duty of investigating 
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this medium. Mr. Dingwall has made certain criticisms of the work 
of that committee. I do not feel that one can altogether repudiate 
those criticisms. I can only attempt to say something in justification 
of our shortcomings. We dwelt in remote parts of the country, some 
in New York, and others elsewhere, but more important is the fact 
that most of us are men who are not so fortunate as to be able to 
give all, or even a large part, of our time to this research. We are 
men who have to snatch what moments we can from other duties in 
order to investigate these cases and that has made it extremely difficult 
to bring the committee together at one time and place. That has been 
the greatest drawback. 

One other point I will venture to make here from my own acquaint- 
ance with the case in question, and in fact, repudiate his implication 
that the committee made no progress with the case. ‘From what I know 
of the case, I should say a very considerable progress was made. In 
exactly what sense or manner it is not possible for me to say. 


Qvestions AsKED BY THE AUDIENCE 


Is it not your experience that it is a spirit that produces the 
phenomena? Not entirely. It is nearly always the case that it is some 
sort of personality or intelligence that operates through the medium, 
but it is not universal that that intelligence claims to be a spirit. 

What became of the substance coming from Margery’s mouth? 
I do not know. 

Was any attempt made to separate part of it from Margery for 
subsequent examination? No, not hitherto. 

Why not seize the teleplasm and enclose it in a tightly covered jar 
for analysis? Attempts have been made with other mediums to seize 
the teleplasm and it has nearly always met with disastrous results. 
It was done with a German medium. The observer apparently got 
hold of it; it disappeared in his hand and she has suffered from an 
affection of the eyes ever since. One can observe it much better without 
taking violent measures. The first thing is to investigate it as it ap- 
pears. Violent measures are not suitable with any medium. 

Why can’t they chemically analyze the substance? We haven’t 
any to analyze. 

Does the teleplasm always issue from the mouth of Margery and 
does it always issue from the mouth of other observed cases? No. 

Would the exuded substance leave any permanent stain on dress 
or handkerchief or other substance? I believe once we got something, 
but it was of no value and we could not analyze it. 

Why are all seances held in darkness? They are not. 
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If both hands of the medium were controlled how could she have J @ 

placed the mass on the table? By bringing the hand of her controller J f 
i to the mass. 

How were the pictures taken, that is under what colored light? — 
They were taken by flash light. 

What becomes of this substance shown as being on Margery’s face — # 
when the sitting is over? That is what I am trying to find out. 

From what part of the body did the teleplasm come? Does the 
medium suffer any physical effect? It is difficult to say from what part 
of the body it comes. The physical effect after the phenomenon I do § 4 
not know. Better ask the medium. 

Is Margery’s ectoplasm similar to that described by Gustave Geley? | 
Yes, it is similar, but by no means identical. t 
Where several cameras were used at one time, did the pictures 
practically agree? The cameras were placed at different angles and we § | 


got varying views of the same phenomenon. 

If the flabby substance were pinched would it hurt Margery? It 
might and it might not. 

: Do you regard as fair the acceptance by Conan Doyle of the 
evidence of two members of the committee favorable to his view? I 
can’t speak for Conan Doyle. 

In your opinion could these phenomena be developed to a great 
extent as in the Crookes’ case? They have been developed to a very 
great extent and that is what I want to do in London. 

Has the health of the medium anything to do with preventing 
further development of phenomena? You do not get fine physical phe- 
nomena with mediums who are ill. 

Will it be possible to develop these phenomena with light? I 
hope so. 

What experience, if any, have you had with the voice of Walter? 
Can you, in any way, explain the phenomenon? The answer is that 
unfortunately I have not yet made any inquiry in to the voice. There 
is so little time and so much to do. I hope next week something may 
be done with the voice. 

Does the control, Walter, speak by the medium’s voice, or is it 
a voice heard and not the medium’s? The voice appears to come from 
where the medium sits. Other observers have heard the voice at the 
{ other end of the room away from the medium. 

; Why should you not credit Houdini’s charge of fraud? Because 
I want the evidence for it. 

Is not the substance exuded something that she had previously 

swallowed and vomited at time of sitting? If your answer is no, how 
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do you know it is not? I do not anew, and that is why I am here to 
find out. 


Has Margery said whether she feels the touch of the observers on 
the ectoplasm? Not that I know of. 


How soon after exposure were the negatives developed? Sometimes 
the same night, sometimes the next day. 

Has any object been moved in sufficient light to see it by? Yes. 

Is Margery entranced? I do not know. 

Is there not ectoplasm in a test tube in Harvard or Tech? I really 
do not know. 

Why was Margery wrapped up so carefully? To keep her warm. 

Is the mass of matter Nines to be Walter’s spirit? I do not 
think so. 

Please give some idea of Walter’s instructions as he communicates? 
The voice, from wherever it proceeds, opens in whispers and gives 
various directions. 


How soon after seances in the dark were records made? Imme- 
diately afterwards. 

Were they made from memory? They were and I do not think 
that memory can be trusted on a great many details. 

As a magician are you satisfied that you have eliminated all chance 
that these are made by mechanical means? I have said of these phe- 
nomena that we shall never place the reality beyond doubt until they 
are investigated under the most rigfd control conditions in a properly 
equipped laboratory. 

What is your answer to Houdini’s charge that he felt Margery’s 
head under the table? My answer is that he was silly not to place a 
luminous dise on her head. 

Is the 32-inch rule still in the hands of Mr. Houdini to measure 
up this teleplasm? I suggest that you ask Mr. Houdini. 

Why was the medium’s husband always present? In the early 
sittings I think it convenient to arrange matters so that the medium 
is fully comfortable. I hope later that we can take her alone. 

Do you say Houdini was mistaken in all his evidence? Not at 
all, but I want his evidence. 

Is the bell rung by the teleplasm? All I saw was a mass of sub- 
stance like a sheep’s tongue rise up on the table and strike the cork 
and ring the bell. 

What was the physical condition of Margery after the test? Some- 
times well and sometimes ill. 

Who is Walter? Walter is the brother of the medium. 
Is it your opinion that spirit communication has taken place in 
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many cases? The great number of my cases is in connection with 
physical phenomena. In cases I have investigated I am not at all 
satisfied that spirit communication has taken place. 


TWO PSYCHOMETRIC EXPERIMENTS 
WITH MRS. BOWDEN 


BY “ KARL P. KING” 


The author of the following report and comments is well known to 
the Research Officer as an educated professional man who, besides his 
technical equipment, has that endowment of calm commonsense the lack 
of which education can never supply. 

We include the report of the second and far less impressive sitting 
for the very reason that this is its character and that the psychic 
herself anticipated that, owing to her poor health, it “ might not prove 
very satisfactory.” It is not our object simply to set forth facts to 
convince readers that causes not commonly recognized are at work. It 
is important to exhibit to students records which may throw light 
upon the processes by which those causes work, and upon the conditions 
and possible hindrances. If a medium cannot do as well with a 
stranger, when she is ill as when she is well, then the illness operates 
to inhibit a power which the mere possession of health does nothing 
to explain. Being robust in health has no more relation to the ability 
to state facts regarding a stranger than has the medium’s complexion. 
Once admit that (when there is no knowledge of the sitter, previous 
or derived from his incaution) a medium cannot do as well when she 
is in poor health and it must be admitted that there is some trans- 
cendent faculty at work in a state of health which physical indis- 
position interferes with.—W. F. P. 


FIRST EXPERIMENT 
INTRODUCTION BY THE SITTER 

The sitter is a civil engineer; 48; college graduate; not at all 
temperamental or morbidly curious. 

His profession requires him to deal with mathematical certainties, 
firmly established standards, and to base his deductions on cold facts, 
and to analyze dispassionately. 

He has a scientific mind and training. He is not a member of any 
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orthodox church. His trend of mind has been successively towards 
agnosticism, then to materalism, and back to agnosticism. He is not 
an atheist. He is inclined to believe in a supreme, regulating intelli- 
gence, rather than in a Supreme Individual Being. 

He is keenly interested in sociology, economics, history, and politics. 
He devotes much of his spare time to reading and study, but is also 
fond of out-door exercise and recreation. He is a bachelor, an active 
clubman, socially inclined, with a large circle of friends and acquaint- 
ances. He is not at all a recluse. — 

Some five years ago he was induced to read Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s “ The New Revelation.” He read it with considerable scepti- 
cism, but with some interest. He was prompted to read other literature 
on the subject and gradually became conservatively interested in 
psychic manifestations and metaphysical subjects generally. He has 
since that time read and studied some thirty books on these and 
kindred subjects, including those by Lodge, Boirac, Hyslop, Carring- 
ton, Hill, Crawford, Barrett, Clodd, Maeterlinck, Paine, Flammarion, 
Tridon and others. 

He read with an open but rather sceptical mind. He was impressed 
by the cumulative mass of evidential records, the unquestionable 
scientific standing and probity of many authors and investigators, 
with the unselfish and courageous character of this work, and above 
all with the tremendous amount of investigation, research, and study 
that has been devoted to this field, its scientific and conservative 
character, and the mass of corroborative incidents recorded and 
gathered in almost every clime and period. 

Though impressed with the extent and character of the mass of 
evidential data scientifically obtained, recorded, and classified, his 
tendencies to become convinced were always clouded by doubts and 
uncertainties. His interest in, and knowledge of these subjects 
gradually expanded, but his interest was never a purely curious or 
a morbid or sentimental one. He read and studied with an open and 
critica] mind. 

He became a member of the American Society for Psychical 
Research in the early part of 1919, and read the published Proceedings 
and Journals assiduously and critically. 

He never, until he attended the sitting herein described, attended 
any séance or witnessed any psychic experiments whatever. It required 
five years of reading and study to arouse his active interest sufficiently 
to induce him to do so. He has not associated with, made the acquaint- 


ance of, or discussed this subject with others interested in psychic 
manifestations. 
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About a year ago, however, he called at the office of the A. S. P. R. 
and inquired of Miss Tubby whether she could arrange a sitting for 
him with some reputable psychic. Miss Tubby recommended Mrs. Soule 
(Mrs. Chenoweth) of Boston. She could not or would not recommend 
any psychic in New York City or its vicinity. He did not find it con- 
venient to go to Boston for a sitting, nor was his interest sufficiently 
keen to prompt him to do so. Press of business matters prevented him 
from pursuing the matter further. Recently, however, having severed 
his business affiliations, he found himself free to carry out his original 
intention. 

He again called at the office of the Society on August 10th. In 
the absence of Miss Tubby, he made his wishes known to Miss Blessing. 
He was exceedingly careful not to reveal his indentity or to afford the 
slightest clue to himself, further than to assure Miss Blessing that 
he was a member of the Society. He withheld his name and all further 
information concerning himself. Miss Blessing had never met or seen 
him before. His reading and studies had impressed on him the greatly 
enhanced value of evidence secured under conditions where the possi- 
bilities of normally secured or transmitted knowledge were positively 
eliminated. He took every precaution to assure this and to preclude 
the possibility of even inferential knowledge, by stating his request 
as briefly as possible. 

Miss Blessing respected and appreciated his desire thoroughly to 
conceal his identity, upon his voluntary assurance to her that he 
would reveal his identity after the sitting. To satisfy her that he 
is a member of the Society in order to justify her to arrange a sitting 
for him with Mrs. Bowden, whom Miss Blessing had suggested as the 
most accessible psychic she could recommend, he showed her the card 
given him a year or so previous by Miss Tubby according him Mrs. 
Chenoweth’s correct name and address in Miss Tubby’s own hand- 
writing. This card did not however bear his own name or in any way 
accord any clue to his identity. 

Miss Blessing arranged for the desired sitting by writing to 
Mrs. Bowden, who has no telephone, requesting a sitting for a gentle- 
man on the following Tuesday afternoon, August 14th, without accord- 
ing Mrs. Bowden any name or any further details, which as a matter 
of fact she was not in a position to do if she had so desired, 
none whatever having been accorded her by me. I called at the office 
of the Society again on Tuesday morning to ascertain whether Mrs. 
Bowden had replied favorably. Miss Blessing informed me that Mrs. 
Bowden had written that it would be all right to call for a sitting that 
afternoon. Miss Blessing gave me a short note of introduction to 
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Mrs. Bowden which set forth her address and nothing further than 
that the bearer was the gentleman on whose behalf she had requested 
the sitting. I thereupon proceeded to Mrs. Bowden’s home, alone. 
With the exception of Miss Blessing and Mrs. Bowden not another 
person knew that I even contemplated attending a sitting, and as 
already stated I was extremely careful to make sure of the fact that 
all possibility of normally secured knowledge concerning myself was 


precluded. 


Before proceeding with the presentation of my actual report of 
my sitting with Mrs. Bowden and my review of same, I desire to submit 
the following facts bearing on the mental back-ground, that is to say 
on my own mental attitude or state of mind immediately prior to and 
during the sitting, in order to facilitate proper consideration of any 
theories of mental a diate or the tapping of my subconscious mind 
by the psychic. 

(1st)—I am not at all asin At least I have never experienced 
anything or had any feeling tending in any way to indicate it. 

(2nd)—I am rather of a matter-of-fact disposition,— not im- 
pressionable or excitable,—not at all curious. I never edge my way 
into crowds, chase after fires or excitement, or pry into the affairs 
of others. I have been much buffeted in life, have had many trying 
and exciting experiences, and as a result have grown to be rather 
callous, indifferent, sophisticated, and philosophical by nature. 

(3rd)—On my way to Mrs. Bowden for the sitting my mental 
condition was absolutely tranquil and serene. Not curious or ex- 
pectant. I really did not expect any interesting results and would 
not have been at all disappointed had I obtained none. I carefully 
noted my state of mind on the way to the psychic. I gave the matter 
very little thought, I was not in any state of anticipation,—in fact 
my mind was tranquil and relaxed and I was more interested in what 


I observed from the car windows on my way up to the psychic’s 
residence. 


(4th)—I rang her bell and entered her room as placidly as I would 
enter a moving picture theatre and much in the same frame of mind,— 
not at all anticipant or expectant. 

(5th)—I did not coverse with Mrs. Bowden prior to the sitting 
further than briefly to exchange the most ordinary civilities customary 
on first acquaintance. I was studiously careful prior to and through- 
out the sitting to avoid giving any information or even any impressions, 
avoiding any mannerisms, and talked only briefly and in monosyllables. 
Nor did she ask any questions or elicit any information from me. I 
must have impressed her as unemotional and rather indifferent. 
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(6th)—Not one of the subjects brought out during the sitting was 
at any time previous to or during the sitting consciously in my 
thoughts, so that I am at a loss to ascribe anything that transpired 
to telepathy from my mind to the psychic’s. As to her ability to tap 
my subconscious mind I will not venture any opinion further than 
to state that some of the matters she mentioned during the sitting 
if present at all in my subconscious mind, were quite trivial and almost 
forgotten by me. 

(7th)—During the sitting itself I was so busy writing my long hand 
notes and endeavoring to keep up with her, that I failed to reply to 
all but the most direct questions by her and then only most briefly. 
I am certain that the matters she mentioned were not at all present in 
my conscious mind. I was too busy writing to think of anything but 
my notes. 

(8th)—Throughout the sitting the psychic’s attitude was most 
natural. She rarely closed her eyes and she described her visions 
quietly and in a conversational manner, appearing quite interested 
herself in what she appeared to see or hear. 

(9th)—After the close of the sitting I conversed with her more 
sociably for a few minutes, still careful to refrain from giving her any 
information concerning myself. I interrogated her as to her first 
evidence and realization of her powers, their expansion, etc. We dis- 
cussed her and not me. 

(10th)—On leaving I accorded her my name as “ Mr. King” 
(pseudonym) and expressed to her my satisfaction with the results of 
my first sitting (and my only psychic experience to date.) 

(11th)—On my way downtown I read over my notes and amplified 
them from memory while my recollections were still most vivid. 


Recorp or SITTING 


Held at residence of psychic, August 14th, 1923, 3 P. M., New 
York City. Sitter, Mr. King. Psychic, Mrs. R. M. Bowden. None 
other present. 

First Sitting. Began at 3:00 P. M. Psychic seated herself oppo- 
site sitter and signified her readiness. Sitter handed her a gold scarf 
pin that had frequently been worn by his father (deceased 1915). 
Psychic takes it, lays it aside for time being and requests some personal 
article belonging to the sitter. Hé takes his ring off his finger and 
hands it to her. Sitter opens up his note book. 

Psychic holds ring. Concentrates. 
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Psychic: I get an impression that you are carrying a load. 


You do not shirk matters. You have just made an important change. 
(Pause) 
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You are sending out much. You have much power,—and good 
influence, and you are benefited by it, too. 
You are closely connected with two other people. (Pause) (That’s 
good). 
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You are planning something—go ahead with your own plans. 
(pause) I see newspapers. I see you are carrying a book—and a 
newspaper. I see you out-doors much—you walk a lot. (pause) I 
get newspapers again. Watch and read them closely. 
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(To facilitate review and comment, the accompanying report of 
the sitting itself has been broken up into paragraphs, each designated 
by a letter of the alphabet, for convenient identification and reference. 
The actual sequence, however, has been strictly maintained. ) 


(A)—True,—but too general to have evidential value. These same 
statements might in a general way apply as random shots to many 
other sitters. 

It is a fact, however, that the sitter has recently had a most dis- 
appointing business experience, entailing considerable financial loss and 
wasted time and effort, and consequent worry. 

It is also a fact that the sitter has just made “an important 
change.” He has quite recently withdrawn from his former business 
and is developing an entirely new business proposition. 

(B)—An over-statement of the truth—if true at all. 

(C)—Correct. The only two close and living relatives I have in 


ting” 
Its of 


plified 


, New 
None 


oppo- |g this country are my mother and my brother who both live with me. 

scarf (D)—It is a fact that I “ am planning something.” I am planning 
1915). | new business venture,—planning policies, organization, and details 
rsonal (i general. However, I consider this statement to be of too general 


ry and (@4character to have real evidential value. It would probably apply to 


most any sitter, since most people are planning something. 

The statement “go ahead with your own plans” is, however, 
certainly relevant, at least. As stated above I am actually planning 
anew business venture of my own conception. I am actually deferring 


- am, in doubt as to whether to proceed with my own proposition or 
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Do you own another ring? (No.) I see a ring—one with a 
single stone. One bright stone in a sort of odd Tiffany setting. (No, 
I don’t own such a ring.) Odd! I don’t get the significance. Did this 
ring of yours ever belong to a former owner? (Yes. It did. I pur- 
chased it in a pawn shop.) Well,—that about the ring with the single 
stone may apply to the former owner of your ring. 


the launching of my project, awaiting the culmination of another 
proposition which is being projected and developed by friends and 
former business associates who desire me to affiliate with them. Pend- 
ing the further development of both propositions I have been, and still 


join my friends in theirs. 

The remainder of the paragraph is quite relevant. It accurately 
describes some of my characteristic traits. I am out-doors much and 
do “ walk a lot,” much more so than most people do. I avoid the use 
of cars, taxicabs, or other vehicles whenever time and distance will 
permit walking. I am exceedingly fond of out-door recreation and 
exercise. Both are characteristic habits of mine that are frequently 
commented on. 

The psychic’s allusion to newspapers is also quite relevant. The 
admonition to “watch and read them closely ” is also interesting to 
me, since I have always had in mind the fact that the careful perusal 
of certain business columns could materially influence my business 
attitude, policies and success. I realize of course that this applies more 
or less generally to others, but for special reasons it applies particu- 
larly to me at this time. I do read the newspapers assiduously— 


th 


morning and evening. 

The statement “I see you carrying a book—and a newspaper” 
is, I believe, a distinct hit. I almost invariably do carry a book, and 
very frequently a newspaper too. It is a marked habit of mine to 
carry a book about with me,—a habit characteristic of only a very 
small percentage of people, I believe. Of course, pretty much every 
one carries a book of some kind occasionally, but it would hardly apply 
as a distinct characteristic to many sitters,—as it certainly does to me. 
Had she stated instead that she saw me carrying, say, an umbrella or 


a coat, it would have of course been to some degree applicable to me | 


or most anyone, but not at all characteristic of me. I might add that 
I carried neither a book or a newspaper, however, on my way to the 
sitting. 

(E)—After the sitting I recalled that I have in my possession 
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You are very easy-going—congenial,—giving others the benefit of 
the doubt. But you are very careful and methodical] in your work. 
pow 

I see a paper—like—like a transcript. (A transcript? What’s 
that?) Why it’s a paper connected with a death—made out by the 
undertaker—Like a—sort of a certificate of burial. Necessary to 
collect insurance. I get something about a—a policy holder—not very 
clear—Can’t tell whether it has to do with the future or past. I see an 
X. (She illustrates by crossing her index fingers.) Mr. K.—(I don’t 
understand). Well it seems to indicate some dispute about this paper. 
A duel of words. 


another ring that I had quite forgotten. It was given to me as a 
keepsake some ten years ago by the young lady to whom paragraphs 
(0), (Q), (U), and (X) might possibly have reference. However, this 
ring hardly tallies with the psychic’s description. It has a single dull 
stone,—a garnet,—but it is a very plain and inexpensive ring. It is 
the only other ring in my possession. 

(F)—I must admit that this paragraph is fairly accurately des- 
criptive of me as far as it goes. 

(G)—The statements in this paragraph appeared entirely irrel- 
evant and meaningless to me until the psychic uttered the last sentence 
or phrase “ A duel of words.” I was, however, too busy transcribing 
her remarks to interrogate her further before she had passed on to the 
statements set forth in the next paragraph and diverted my mind from 
this subject. The facts, however, which may have a bearing on the 
statements set forth in this paragraph, are as follows: 

Only a few days previous to the sitting another gentleman and 
Ihad as the legal executors finally completed the administration of 
the will of a deceased mutual friend. In connection with the final 
disposition of certain letters to the deceased, valueless in themselves 
but claimed by two of the legatees, there had occurred a rather un- 
pleasant and acrimonious controversy over their possession in which 
my friend and fellow executor and I were disinterestedly but none the 
less unpleasantly involved. The phrase “ A duel of words ” aptly des- 
cribes this controversy. If the psychic’s references to a “ transcript ” 
were occasioned by an imperfect impression of a will or testament or 
the surrogate’s certificate of probate of same, the statements in this 
paragraph become quite relevant and striking, particularly the phrase 
“Well, it seems to indicate some dispute about this paper ” and “A 
duel of words,” supplementing it. 
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Do you use a cane? (Very seldom.) Well I see you walking with 
acane. It is a light colored thin cane with a curved handle. I get the 
impression of lumbago or rheumatism. (No, I am not afflicted with 
either.) Well, it may all refer to the previous owner of your ring. 

(Psychic returns ring to sitter and takes up gold scarf pin pre- 
viously handed to her formerly possessed by sitter’s deceased father, 
She has no normal knowledge of this fact.) 

Has this pin been connected with some one who has passed on? 
(Yes.) Because I get a very quiet condition and a sad condition,— 
before passing out. I feel much tenderness, but a very sick condition. 
I feel helplessness and sadness—feel that I am getting towards my- 
latter days and seem to realize that my days are short—and feel con- 
fidence in the future. (That’s good.) 

I hear “Please, God, make it short. Don’t let me suffer.” I feel 
tired out. Feel as if I wanted to come back and tell how beautiful 
everything is over here. Beautiful singing. Wonderful chorus. 

I get the impression of a very spiritual man. Not materialistic. 
Always dwelling on spiritual things. I feel that I am in a high sphere. 
A devoted and faithful friend and a God-fearing man. I hear the 


Doxology being sung ;—* Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 


(H)—TIrrelevent as far as I am concerned. 

(1), (K), and (L)—My father died of tuberculosis at home in 
1915, after several years of patient and cumulative suffering and 
emaciation. The psychic’s statements most accurately describe his 
condition, appearance, and, so far as I know, his state of mind towards 
the end. He was not, however, a religious man in any orthodox sense. 
He never attended church nor discussed religious matters at home. We 
were not a religious family. My brother and I were brought up care- 
fully but free to form our own religious conceptions and _ beliefs. 
My father may nevertheless have cherished sincere religious con- 
victions. If so, they were undoubtedly deep and ardent, as he was 
exceedingly earnest and sincere although reticent and uncommunicative. 
He was certainly very spiritual, high-minded, intellectual and conscien- 
tious. His disposition was most gentle, charitable and generous. He 
was very high-minded,—never profane or vulgar. He was exception- 
ally well-bred and educated, and a devoted and generous and self- 
sacrificing husband, father and friend. He was an architect, devoted to 
art, a lover of music, temperamental, and idealistic. He was never a 


successful business man although he worked most assiduously and dili- 
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I see an elderly lady sitting at the side of his bed. Rather stout. 
Hair very gray—almost white. Sitting there keeping him company. 
She wears a light colored house dress. (Interesting. Can you get 
more?) See a very thin, sickly person lying in bed. He was sick for 
along time. See him very fretful—tossing from side to side. 

I see a cross. Get a sensation of a beautiful influence around you. 
Get a very spiritual feeling—feel elevated—feel I am dwelling in higher 
planes. I feel sure that all this is symbolic of much iapypaans for you. 
Much love—radiant, spiritual love. 

I feel taken back to the sick-bed again. The patient was sick for 
along time. (Yes. That’s good.) I hear him say “ My hands were 
tied.” (Can you get more?) He shows me his hands—tied—feel as 
if I wanted to tear off the bonds and shackles. I see him standing in 
front of you, showing his hands tied. (That’s very good.) 

He has a sort of wild, worried look in his eyes,—feverish,—des- 
perate,—because he is so helpless,—not able to help himself. I feel 
a burning sensation in my hands—in the palms. He locks at me and 
shakes his head despondently. I see him putting the pin into your tie. 
(Do you get his appearance at all?) He looks to me very thin,— 
nervous—wasted away. (That’s good, too.) 

(Psychic hands back scarf pin to sitter and again takes his ring.) 
I hear the words “ Sing Sing.” (I would like to get more on that.) 
I hear “ Sing Sing Prison.” I hear some one say “ Charlie.” Some- 


gently. He was exceptionally well educated and proficient in his pro- 
fession but too sincere, conscientious and high-minded to achieve 
business success. He was a dreamer and an idealist. The psychic’s 
characterization of him in paragraph (L), to the effect that his 
hands were tied aptly depicts my father’s failure to achieve worldly 
success and his disappointment at his inability to turn his training, 
ability and talents to better account. He was throughout his life 
financially a failure, and his hands were tied in that his high ideals, 
his conscientiousness, and his lack ef worldliness and commercialism 
handicapped him greatly in his struggle to provide as successfully 
for his family as he undoubtedly wished to and diligently strove to. 

(J)—A rather good and accurate description of my brother prior 
to my father’s death. 

(M)—This entire paragraph is meaningless to me. I do not recog- 
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one says “ You have no idea what it means to me.” I get a terrible 
condition of some one holloaing and shrieking.—Feel as if some one 
wanted to explain something—to vindicate himself. (Can you get 
more?) I hear crying—sounds like a man crying—sobbing—feels 
greatly misunderstood—trials and tribulations—more than he can 
bear—can’t stand the scorn. (pause) (You get this clairaudient]y— 
4 not clairvoyantly? You hear it?) Yes. It is a strange condition, 
I hear him sobbing and crying—get the impression of injustice—and 
that he asks me to vindicate him. (I can’t connect it.) 
Are you connected with legal matters? (No. Not professionally.) 
Because I get an impression of papers—legal documents. (pause) 
—O— 
I see a young woman—black hair—slim, nice looking. Nice dis- 
position. See her with one hand on her hip. She resembles Geraldine 
Farrar. I see her in black. (pause) (Is she living, or has she passed 
on?) Can’t tell. She brings the suggestion of Spanish or Italian type 
—or French, maybe. A dark type. I hear some one say “ William.” 
(pause) (Do you get any more on that?) (No answer.) 


nize “ Charlie,” nor can I recall knowing anyone who was imprisoned 
in Sing Sing at any time. In 1909 I was engaged in an engineering 
capacity to assist in the preparation of the plans for the construction 
of a new state penitentiary and in that connection visited Sing Sing 
Prison and Dannemora Prison several times. However, I fail to es- 
tablish any connection between this fact and the psychic’s statements. 
They might, as she previously intimated with reference to other 
statements, be in some way connected with a previous owner of my ring. 

(N)—As I have already stated I am a civil engineer and in no 
way directly connected with any legal matters or documents. In con- 
nection with the recent withdrawal of several of my associates and 
myself from my previous business, I was, however, much involved in 
legal matters, the drafting of legal agreements covering the terms of 
our withdrawal, and actually myself did draft one of these documents. 
However, I can hardly consider all this, as well as my duties as an 
executor of a will, which were also of a legal nature and have already 
been referred to by me, as evidential or relevant. 

(O), (Q), and (U)—To me, a strikingly vivid and excellent 
picturization of a young lady with whom I enjoyed an intimate friend- 
ship some years ago, and who passed out of my life as the result of 
a quarrel. I have completely lost track of her and do not know whether 
she is living or not. I should assume, however, that she is still living 
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It’s funny. Very strange. Did you ever see any one electrocuted? 
I see a man in the electric chair—in Sing Sing. (Sitter made no reply 


and waited for more on this subject. But psychic paused, and changed 
subject.) 


--Q— 
That girl must be living. Looks very much like Geraldine Farrar. 
(Have you a picture of G. F.?) No, but I have seen several. That 
is a very pretty girl. 


You know, I hear in connection with “ William ” a voice saying 
“T wish I could tell you everything and explain it all. (Sitter makes 
no comment. Busy transcribing.) (pause) 


and probably married, as she was in good health and exceedingly good- 
looking when I last saw her. There are reasons which to my mind 
would associate her personality with my ring more so than any other 
young lady of my acquaintance. 


(P)—This is a distinct hit. In 1909, in connection with certain 
affiliations made during my employment to assist in the preparation 
of the plans for a new state penitentiary already alluded to, I witnessed 
two electrocutions, both in Sing Sing Prison. Not one person in tens 
of thousands has witnessed an electrocution, specifically in Sing Sing 
Prison. This is too striking and unusual to be ascribed to any random 
guess, or to any telepathy from my mind to the psychic’s. I am certain 
that the subject of electrocutions was not at all in my conscious 
thoughts. I was most busy transcribing my notes and my mind was, 
if anything, on the subject of my young lady acquaintance whom the 
psychic had just previously described and between whom and these 
electrocutions there is no connection whatever. As to the psychic’s 
ability to tap my subconscious mind I do not feel qualified to express 
an opinion. There was absolutely nothing that transpired or that 
passed through my conscious thoughts that could in any way have 
suggested this subject, nor did I make any comment whatever to the 
psychic’s remarks. I was too astounded, and waited for what more 
she might say, purposely refraining from any comment so as not to 
give her any clue. She must have felt that her remarks on this subject 
were of no interest to me for she promptly returned to the subject of 
my young lady acquaintance. 

(R) and (O)—I do not recognize in any way the “ William ” 
referred to. 
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—sS—. 
You’re drinking deeply of the fountain of knowledge. (No comment 
from sitter.) (Pause) 


Do you come in contact—(pause)—with the novels—plays—short 
stories? (Sitter makes no reply. Busy transcribing.) (pause) 

I see a picture something like—Rebecca at the well. She’s looking 
into the well—into the water—as if it were a mirror. She seems to 
be reading a play or a story init. (That isn’t bad. What else do you 
get?) The girl at the well is the one that looks like Geraldine Farrar. 
She is sort of posing at the well. I see a rural scene—country—trees, 
I hear a voice saying “On my word of honor!” Seems a surprised 
voice. (Sitter smiles. I don’t connect that.) It may be some one 
you will surprise perhaps. (pause) 

Would you understand a pile of sheets of paper in front of you? 

I see a typewriter, too. (Yes, I understand that.) 


rel 


(S), (A-2), and (C-2)—Generally true insofar as they describe 
some of my characteristics. As to the prediction in (C-2), I should 
of course welcome its fulfillment, but it is not at all in line with my 
past experience or my own appraisal of my abilities. 


(T)—I have written a book, and several short stories that were 
published in magazines and newspapers. If I had more leisure and 
spare time I would devote myself to writing as an avocation. 


(U)—tThis is all meaningless to me with the exception of that 
portion of the paragraph that refers to the young lady previously 
alluded to in (O) and (Q). If she were to stand beside a well or in 
any other conspicuous place she would unconsciously strike an attitude. 
She is naturally prone to posing and very graceful. Also she does in 
a general way resemble Geraldine Farrar. 


(V) and (X)—As I have already stated in commenting on para- 
graph (T), I have written stories and various other matter for 
publication. 

I certainly do understand “a pile of sheets of paper in front of 
me, and a typewriter, too.” I am right at this moment pounding out 
this report on my typewriter and sheets of paper are piled up before 
or rather beside me. The young lady, again referred to in paragraph 
(X), knew of course that I occasionally wrote stories, and other 
matter. 
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vane Can you place a woman who smokes cigarettes? (Most of them 
do.) I know. But this is some one interested in you and what you 
are doing. A slim, stylish looking, girl—a social worker. (I don’t 
hort | seem to be able to think who that might be, just now.) (pause) 
king I seem to see a scene in a play—or story—or a moving picture. 
is to ) KeeP seeing this young woman. Do you use a typewriter yourself? 
you (Yes. Occasionally.) 
rrar, 
Lrees, I hear a telegraph instrument—tick, tick,—ticking. (Sitter shakes 
ised — hishead.) May beit’sa ticker. (That’s better.) I just saw a narrow 
> one E white streak—like. A ticker tape. Isn’t that what they call it? I 
thought I got that word. (pause) 
—Z— 
you! (She then asks for sitter’s scarf pin. A dog crystal pin. He 
removes it from his tie and hands it to her.) 

Is it your own? (Yes.) You work hard. Don’t count time— 
scribe B work regardless of hours—don’t work on clock schedule. (Sitter 
hould J smiles. Says nothing.) I see a pile of papers before you. You are 
h my finan office, aren’t you? (No, I have no regular office just now.) Well, 

Isee what sort of looks like a little office—and a typewriter and a desk. 
- were § (Sitter does not answer. Too busy, transcribing.) (pause) 
e and 

You know,—you are a great dreamer. You see a lot of visions. 
F that F You can close your eyes and see wonderful visions, can’t you? (I 
iously J suppose I do dream somewhat.) Yes you do—you have wonderful 
or in Fvision—and put your thoughts into action. 
titude. 
loes in (W)—I do not seem to be able to identify the woman or girl 

referred to in this paragraph. Too general to have any value. 
-\ (Y)—I consider this good and rather evidential. In 1920 I was 
er for F interested in a stock brokerage firm. I conducted the uptown office 
of this firm for several months. During that time I of course con- 
ont of tinuously hung over the ticker tape and called off the quotations 
ng out F frequently. I have since that time and do now frequently consult 
before ff stock exchange tickers to see what the stock market is doing. 
—— (Z)—AIl this possibly and probably refers to my room and my 


desk and typewriter at which I work at home and am utilizing at the 
present moment. 


| 4 
| 
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I see a funny name,—B-L-U-N-T-Z—(spelled out letter by letter 

by psychic.) (Sitter repeats these letters, puzzled.) (Psychic nods.) 

Some one tells me there is a wonderful opportunity coming to you 

soon. You will achieve greater things. Some one says your recupera- 

tive powers are marvelous. (Sitter smiles and keeps on transcribing.) 
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(B-2) and (H-2)—This terse paragraph is in my opinion even 
more astounding and evidential than is paragraph (P). The letters 
constituting the name spelled out by the psychic are set forth in para- 
graph (B-2) precisely as they were enunciated by the psychic with the 
exception of the third letter for which another has been substituted 
in order to disguise the actual name which the psychic was endeavoring 
to give. These letters, spelled out distinctly and without hesitation 
by her conveyed absolutely no meaning to me at the time and for 
several hours subsequently. Later in the day while speculating over 
the material obtained at the sitting and again deliberating over these 
odd and meaningless letters, I suddenly recalled that I had read in 
some book or article on psychic communications that psychics ex- 
perience much difficulty in visualizing names; that they frequently 
mistake or miss portions entirely. 

The meaning of these letters (B-L-U-N-T-Z) which the psychic had 
characterized as a funny name, flashed across my mind at once, clearly 
and unquestionably. An intimate friend and associate, an artist who 
illustrated my book for me and collaborated with me in its publication, 
is named Walton B. Luntz (pseudonym). 

The psychic had evidently missed his first or given name entirely, 
but had accurately spelled out the remainder of his name, viz., his 
middle initial B, and his last name LUNTZ. 

I am personally strongly convinced that my interpretation is 
correct, and in view of our intimate and close friendship and the rele- 
vancy of this name to the previous allusions by the psychic to my 
writing activities I cannot but consider the recording of this name 
even partially as it was given, as other than a distinct hit and evi- 
dential. The unusual character of this name strengthens this evidence, 
or at least the apparently meaningless sequence of the letters as given 
does so. At no time during the ete did my thoughts in any way 
consciously revert to him. 

(D-2)—During 1920 and 1921, i in my capacity as supervising 
engineer on a large construction contract on Long Island, I daily 
journeyed back and forth between my home in Westchester County and 
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—p-2— 

I hear “ Penn Station ”—‘ Times Square.” I don’t know why. 
(What else?) ‘ Forty-second Street.” (No comment from sitter.) 
(pause) 
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A voice is saying “ Push yourself along, boy!” They say again 
there is an opportunity coming soon. Big things are in store for you. 
Much better than in the past. Prepare to hear sudden news. (What 
kind of news?) I don’t know. (Good or bad?) Don’t know. Can’t 
tell. (pause) 

Funny! I feel as if I want to do sleight of hand tricks. (Sitter 

smiles. Makes no comment.) (pause) 


the job. The points “ Penn Station,” “ Times Square,” and Forty- 
second Street,” as mentioned by the psychic, correctly enumerate the 
stations at which I daily, in this and the reverse order, made train 
changes on transferring from the L. I. R. R. at the “ Penn Station ” 
to the Subway; then at “ Times Square ” to the cross-town shuttle- 
train; and finally at the Grand Central Station on “ Forty-second 
Street ” to the N. Y., N. H., & H. R. R. Personally I cannot ascribe 
the correct enumeration of these points in their precise order to mere 
coincidence or guess-work, nor to telepathy, as they were certainly 
not in my conscious mind at any time during or prior to the sitting. 

(E-2) and (J-2)—The psychic’s statements in these two para- 
graphs, while of a rather general nature and not specific and verifiable 
at this time, certainly do impress me as peculiarly and strikingly 
relevant to the circumstances pertaining to my contemplated new busi- 
ness projects, and particularly to my uncertainty, as already mentioned 
by me, as whether to await the successful development of my former 
associates’ project and to affiliate with them, or whether to proceed 
with my own project and plans. 

The following subsequent occurrence may be of interest: 

On August 23rd my brother announced to my mother and to me 
his decision to become married at once. He married on August 29th. 

In view of the fact that our family consisted entirely of only my 
mother, brother and myself, his decision was to us an important 
event. While not entirely unexpected it certainly was “ sudden news.” 
And whether “ good or bad?”, I “ don’t know and can’t tell” either. 
Only time can reveal the answer. 


(F-2)—This paragraph is entirely meaningless and irrelevant to 
me, 
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I hear a small girl’s voice. (What does she say?) Can’t get 
much what she is saying. She talks a lot and fast. A little girl— 
talking about a dog now. Don’t know whether she is living or has 
passed on. She is trying to impress you. Awfully cunning. ‘Telling 
you everything—whether good or not. She seems to be chiding some 
one. A little girl—with blonde hair—oval features—pensive eyes. A 


very cute little way. Very pretty. (Living or passed over?) I can’t 
tell. (pause) 


—H-2— 
(Can you get back to that odd name—B-L-U-N-T-Z?) No, it 


was just an impression. 


—I-2— 

There is something you were worked up about. Something—as if 
you were saying “ Why in the world was I brought into this?” “ How 
could I know?” I see you all fussed up. You want to get out of it 
and wash your hands of it. (That’s good.) You were hot under 
the collar—very much chagrined. You look as if you feel like fighting 
—striking some one,—indignant—as if you were brought into some- 


(G-2)—This paragraph is really a very excellent description of 
the fourteen-year-old daughter of a good friend and neighbor of 
mine, both as to her appearance and personal characteristics. She 
has a pet little fox terrier dog of whom she is very fond and 
talks about considerably. I am very fond of this girl and while she 
is fast growing up to be an attractive young lady, she still cuddles up 
to me, confides her doings and thoughts to me, and consequently, 
although she is rapidly maturing, and is very accomplished and quite 
precocious, I still look upon and regard her as a little girl. 

The phrase “ she seems to be chiding some one ” is very significant 
to me. 

(1-2)—This paragraph depicts and summarizes my mental attitude 
and state of mind with reference to certain of my former business 
associates as accurately and concisely as I myself might have done. 
Every single sentence in this paragraph is so relevant and precisely 
correct that I am quite astounded, at both their substance and 
phraseology. I could not have summed up the facts and the cir- 
cumstances, as briefly, more accurately and vividly myself. They 
resulted in the withdrawal of several of my associates and myself 
from the business on July Ist. The phrase “ you washed your hands 


of it all” very correctly and aptly characterizes our withdrawal from 
our former business. 
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thing innocently. You were much embarrassed. (pause) (I connect 
that. Good. Go on.) I see a financial condition—papers—legal 
matters. (That’s good too.) You were hurt about something. You 
were misunderstood—unjustly. Some one created the impression that 


you did not handle things in the right way. You washed your hands 
of it all. 


Somone is saying “ Hold yourself high and dry—don’t worry— 
things are coming your way. Better than you expect. Push plan. 
Don’t let anyone interfere. (pause) (That’s interesting.) I don’t 
get much more now. (Well, you have done very well.) 

Sitting concluded at 4:10 P. M. 


SECOND EXPERIMENT 


Recorp or Sirrine 


Held at residence of psychic, New York City, November 20th, 1923. 
Sitter, Mr. King. Psychic, Mrs. R. M. Bowden. None other present. 
Psychic complained that she was suffering from a cold, that she felt 
might retard or interfere with her work, and frankly stated that she 


feared that the sitting might not prove very satisfactory. She ex- 
pressed her willingness to do the best that she could under the circum- 
stances if the sitter desired her to proceed nevertheless. 

I requested her to do so, having come in from an out-lying suburb 
for this sitting and as it was inconvenient for me to return for another 
sitting a few days later as she suggested. 

A slight huskiness or hoarseness of voice and a slight intermittent 
cough throughout this sitting appeared to me to bother her and notice- 
ably interfere with her work. 

As was to be expected under these circumstances this sitting was 
not as successful as my previous one. Many of her statements were 
quite relevant and some quite striking. However, a greater portion 
was irrelevant and meaningless to me than was the case in my former 
sitting. I consider this quite natural, in view of her condition. 

The sitting began at 10 A. M. I laid’ my deceased father’s watch, 
my own watch, my own ring, and another ring on the table before her. 
The last article is the ring I referred to in paragraph (E) of my review 
and commentary on the first sitting. I asked her to take my father’s 
watch first, merely pointing at it and not of course in any way revealing 
its former ownership. She takes this watch, holds it against her fore- 
head, closes her eyes, and concentrates. 
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Psychic: “ Did it belong to some one else?” (Yes.) “I get some- 
thing about other jewelry. I get the name Thaddeus. Get a woman 
saying John.” (She seems to hesitate and don’t seem to get anywhere. 
I suggest that she take some other article.) (She lays down the watch 
and takes my ring.) 

** She says she feels that she wants to shake me up a little. That she 
gets a feeling about something that I am doing. Sees that I should 
hasten things.” 

“Says she sees a short woman coming to me, burdened with care 
of some kind, who wants to come to me and confide in me. A very 
fair and pretty woman.” (I can’t place her.) 

She says “ They show me a clock. I see them turning around the 
hands, 24 or 48 hours. It seems to indicate that something will hapen 
to you in that time.” 

—E— 

*“T feel as if I were in a club,—comfortable chairs,—men around, 

talking to each other,—men between 20 and 50, not old men.” 


CoMMENTS ON SECOND SITTING 


(A)—Not relevant, and meaningless to me. The names Thaddeus 
and John have no significance for me. The psychic, evidently handi- 
capped by her cold, appeared to grope hesitatingly and uncertainly. 

(B)—As a matter of fact I was at that particular time engaged 
in launching a new business enterprise, certainly deliberately and rather 
complacently. More energy and application on my part would no 
doubt have resulted perhaps in better efficiency. A previous unpleasant 
and rather costly experience prompted me to proceed with perhaps 
over-much caution and conservatism. The psychic’s impression as 
expressed by her, while peculiarly applicable to me at that time, might 
nevertheless apply more or less to pretty much anybody else and to 
what they might be doing. Pretty much everybody could push what 
they are doing a little more. Applicable to me but too general to be 
evidential. 

(C)—Entirely meaningless to me. Cannot recall any such woman 
or circumstance. Irrelevant as far as I am concerned or know. 

(D)—Likewise meaningless to me. Nothing of any importance 
happened to me within 24 or 48 hours or thereafter. 

(E)—Quite relevant to me and my habits. I am an active club 
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“TI see a typewriter and paper. Feel as if I were writing an article 
or a story. Feel like a literary condition—like writing a short story. 


I seem to feel that you are letting things drift along,—that I should 
shake things up.” 


“Get the name Wade—and Jones.” (I don’t connect that.) 

“IT seem to see the interior of a decorating shop,—a lady has it.” 
(No comment.) “ Feel that I am walking along 110th Street, near 
St. Nicholas Avenue, alongside of a Women’s Hospital. It’s an old 
gentleman who is walking there,—50 or 60,—slim,—grey hair,—soft 
hat.” (What is he doing?) “He is thinking.” (I can’t connect 
that.) “I get the name Jack. Get a theatrical condition. Feel as if 
Iam acting a part. Get in touch with a woman in a lot of trouble,— 
melancholy,—miserable,—you must know her.” (Describe her.) “ She 
is slender, above medium height,—not very young, but not old. I feel 
that I want to walk through the Park,—outdoors.” 

(She now takes my watch and my ring.) 

“T get a condition of a woman provoked about me,—very jealous, 
—very angry,—Oh, what she is going to do! A pretty woman,—dark, 
—oval features,—young,—insanely jealous,—30 to 40.” (I can’t place 
her.) Psychic smiles and says, “I get an impression of another woman, 
very pretty,—blond type, silly,—pretty teeth. Get the impression of 
several women around you. Pretty women, all of them,—refined and 
well dressed.” (No comment.) “I get the impression of a coast to 
coast trip. I see a woman,—brown oval features,—like an actress. 
She flashes pretty teeth,—very pretty.” (What is she doing?) “ She 


has a tight black cap or tight band around her head,—olive 
complexion.” 


man, belong to several clubs, and spend much time in them. Her 
remarks accurately applicable to and descriptive of my favorite club 
that I visit almost daily and spend most of my spare time at. 

(F')—Quite relevant to me. I use a typewriter considerably. Am 
using it to transcribe this report. See paragraph (T) of my Review 
and Commentary of my previous sitting with Mrs. Bowden. Note 
her repetition that I am letting things drift along and should shake 
things up, on which I have already commented. 

(G)—All this is entirely irrelevant and meaningless to me. _ 

(H)—Generally inapplicable to me. I am not much of a ladies’ 
man. As I have already stated I am a bachelor and a club man, in 
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“TI see some one putting a check or receipt in your hand,—a man 

giving it to you,—has grey in his hair.” (Hope you’re right. 

Describe him.) “ Tall man,—little grey in his hair,—clothes fit him 

loosely, don’t fit him snug. I see another man,—like your type, but 

slightly bald. I see an artist,—a man in a smock. I see paintings.” 

“T keep seeing this pretty woman all the time. See her posing— 
like with a jar on her shoulder,—pretty girl—like a model—always 
posing,—lips made up,—oval,—slender,—very pretty,—dark. I get 
the name Cheatham.” (She spelled it out.) (I don’t place it.) “ The 
model girl is around again. I get the name Judith. Feel as if another 
woman’s hands were holding this watch and ring. A girl of a Gypsy 
type. She has Gypsy blood in her veins.” 


fact a man’s man, although of course I have several lady acquaint- 
ances. I did make a trip to the Pacific Coast some fifteen years ago. 
I did know a pretty girl with oval features, olive complexion and of 
an actress type as described. See paragraphs (O), (Q), and (U), of 
my Review and Commentary on my previous sitting. 

© (1)—Not definite enough to impress me as actually relevant, 
although it is a fact that some two years ago, in payment for my 
services on a big construction contract, I received several checks for 
larger fees than I ordinarily get an opportunity to earn, from a man 
whose appearance tallies with that described by the psychic. He did 
have grey in his hair, was a tall man, and his clothes did fit him loosely, 
not snugly. Moreover, it was the most profitable engagement accorded 
me in my profession to date and it is of course to me an outstanding 
event. I did also have close and important relations in this connection 
with another man who was similar to me in a general way, physically 
and temperamentally, but almost entirely bald, and with whom I am 
very intimate, both in a business and social way, and to whose influence 
I really owed this engagement. However, the psychic’s statements are 
too general to convince me of their actual relevancy to this matter. 
As to the third man mentioned, the artist in a smock, I cannot recall 
any person whatever to whom this description would apply with any 
relevance. 

(J)—This appears to me to quite clearly refer and apply to the 
same young lady referred to in the latter part of paragraph (—H—). 
I again refer the reader to paragraphs (O), (Q), and (U) of my 
Review and Commentary on my previous sitting with Mrs. Bowden. 
Note the close correspondences after a lapse of over three months 
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“T see an old man whose hair is getting white, with slippers on, 
going towards this table and looking at the watch.” (She points to 
my deceased father’s watch, lying on the table before her.) ‘“ He 
is in shirt sleeves, with a vest on. He seems to have passed over. 
I see a sick condition,—pains in the small of the back. Old 
enough to be your father. ‘ Blue circles under his eyes. Looks worn 
and sick. He seems to take me out of town.” (Far?) “TI don’t know, 
but out of the city. He has spiritual eyes,—soulful, very pretty eyes.” 
(At my suggestion she takes up my father’s watch from the table. 
She holds it to her forehead.) “I feel a lonesome condition. Feel that 
I am walking through rooms and feel lonesome. He couldn’t under- 
stand his condition. Have a feeling of being lonesome and alone. He 
don’t seem to talk much. Very quiet. Very patient. His health failed 
him for some time. I get a weakened condition.” (That’s good.) “ He 
liked music. I see him looking at my victrola. See a smile on his face. 
He is looking up and into the past. He is coming back to the table 
and looks at the watch (his watch) and disappears.” 


between the two sittings, in the psychic’s descriptions of this young 
lady’s appearance and characteristics,—dark, nice looking and pretty, 
sim and slender, resembles Geraldine Farrar and like an actress, 
references to posing, etc. All very accurate and quite striking and 
relevant to my mind, and an excellent description of this young lady 
and an intimate acquaintance. I note also that I failed to state in 
my Review and Commentary on the first sitting that this young lady 
not only was prone to pose considerably at all times, naturally so 
and not affectedly, and very gracefully, but, furthermore, she actually 
at times did pose professionally for artists and as a high class cloak 
model. 


The names “ Cheatham” and “ Judith” have no significance for 


me. The references in both sittings to a dark Spanish, Italian or 


French type and a Gypsy type respectively are both characteristic as 
to her appearance. As a matter of fact she was American, born of 
Bohemian parents, very regular Slavic features, dark, and very 
attractive. 

(K)—This entire paragraph is quite accurate and a very good des- 
cription of my deceased father, his characteristics and his physical 
and mental condition just prior to his death. I refer you to para- 
graphs (I), (K), and (L) of my Review and Commentary on my 
previous sitting. Note the striking correspondences. 

The references to “out of town” and “out of the city” are 
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Psychic now takes up the other ring (the -ring described in para- 
graph (E) of my review and commentery on my first sitting). “I hear 
‘The Last Rose of Summer’ sung. By a pretty voice—and pleasant. 
It suggests love,—affection. I get sweet suggestions. I hear ‘ When 
Shall We Meet Again?’ ” (Who is this from?) “ A woman.” (What 
does she look like?) ‘“ I can’t see her,—hear her voice. Get impression 
of love. Get the name George. Hear old songs—sweet melodies.” 
“T see an old man—like a professor of psychology, physics or 
hypnotism—or therapeutics, or something. He seems to be looking 
over critically.” 


— 

(Psychic pauses, then inquires) “Is that an antique ring? Did 
some one else have it?” (Yes.) “I hear a girl say papa,—very plainly. 
A woman had that ring,—very loving and sweet. She wants you 
to keep this ring. I get strong impressions of love and affection. 
That ring belongs to some one who has passed on. I hear ‘ poor 
George.’ Feel as if he were sickly. Get a sympathetic feeling. Can’t 
tell who George is.” (I don’t connect it.) “I feel in touch with a 
minister or evangelist. Get a spiritual influence. That ring belongs to 
some one who has passed on.” 


ca 


correctly applicable to the suburb in Westchester County in which my 
home is located and in which my father passed away. 

(L)—Nothing relevant in this that I can discern except that ina 
general way it appears to have reference to the separation between 


the young lady (referred to in (—J—)) and myself. The name : 
George has no significance for me. : 
(M)—I know several gentlemen to whom the statements in this 
paragraph would apply in a general way. Too general, however, to 8 
indicate any one in particular to me and to be considered as relevant 
by me. 8 
(N)—This again appears to me to apply to the young lady i 
referred to above in the latter part of paragraph (—H—) and para- b 
graphs (—J—) and (—L—). The ring the psychic was psycho- ' 
metrizing at the time was given to me as a keepsake by this young lady. . 
The statement “I hear a young girl say papa” as made in con- 
nection with this ring is striking and correct. The ring did originally t 
belong to her father. “She told me so when she gave it to me. The | 
statement “ that ring belongs to some one who has passed on” is also ‘ 


correct. Her father died many years ago. 
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(Psychic, at my suggestion, takes my watch and my ring again.) 

“T see the old gentleman again, looking at you. He points at the 
watch and says ‘be careful of it.”” (Psychic pauses.) 

“You visualize things. Are looking ahead. I have a feeling of 
building things in my mind. You ought to be a success. You should 
write,—things of a higher sort,—spiritual. I feel lifted up. You 
could write things—spiritual, not trashy. I get a feeling that you 
are spiritual, morally clean,—everything clean,—spiritual. I get a 
feeling of —‘Oh, God, show me the way” ” 


“Do you sometimes carry a portfolio or a brief-case? I see you 
carrying it.” (I have one but don’t use it much.) 
** Have you ever written poetry?” (No real poetry.) 
“TI feel as if I would like to discuss spiritualism,—psychic phe- 


nomena,—with you. I feel that you are conversant—very familiar 
—with this subject.” 


| 
(Psychic asks) “ Has your father passed on? Because I get the 


impression of a father looking at you.” (No reply by me.) “ He is 


satisfied with you and what you are doing. (Pause.) I get a lonesome 
condition.” 


The references to “ George ” have no significance for me. I cannot 
identify anyone with this name in this connection. It might possibly 
have some relationship to her father who originally owned this ring. 
Note that this name “ George ” also was given by the psychic in para- 
graph (—L—) when she proceeded to psychometrize this ring. 

(O), (P), and (Q)—The statements in these paragraphs are too 
general to impress me as relevant. 

(R)—The Explanatory Notes submitted by me together with my 
Report and also my Review and Commentary of the first sitting outlines 
briefly the extent of my knowledge on this subject and will enable you 
to form your own conclusions as to the relevance of the psychic’s 
statements. 

(S)—Quite correct and a repetition of statements already made by 
the psychic, particularly in the first sitting. 

In conclusion I feel impelled to again draw attention to the fact 
that the psychic was suffering from a cold which she complained 
affected her hearing and acuteness and interfered with her work. 
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Psychic then complained that she was not doing very well. 11:10 
A.M. Said she felt that she was not at her best. She again complained 
that she was suffering from a cold and that it affected her hearing 
and acuteness. As a matter of fact she coughed occasionally during 
the sitting and seemed to be hoarse and evidently suffering from a cold. 
I conversed with her casually for about ten minutes, on the nature 
of her powers and manner of receiving her impressions and then took 
my departure at 11:25 A. M. 


A SERIES OF BOOK TESTS 


BY W. FRANKLIN PRINCE 


The following short series of book tests was reported by a scholarly 
clergyman, graduated from one of our great universities. As his name 
was given in a study of five remarkable sittings which he had with 
Mrs. Sanders (printed in our Proceedings for 1924) as Francis C. 
Tamm, the same name will be employed here. 

The tests are supposed to have been proposed by Mr. Tamm’s 
mother, who purports to communicate with him in automatic writing 
by his own hand. 

These differ from the tests reported by Lady Glenconner and the 
Rev. Drayton Thomas, in that they have to do with books in the auto- 
matist’s own library, whereas the English tests dealt with books in 
libraries strange to the medium. At first thought this may seem a 
fatal defect, since we certainly should not, if a professional medium, 
after full opportunities for consulting the books in a private library, 
claimed to be told by spirits what could be found on particular pages 
in specified books, consider the case worth printing. 

But Mr. Tamm is not a professional medium nor a medium for 
others at all, nor desirous of publicity. He is simply a private ex- 
perimenter who told me his results and was urged to report them. 
Surely he had no desire to deceive himself. His testimony is to be 
given the weight which that of any person of culture and character 
is given, when he testifies to experiments which he has conducted. That 
is, it deserves a large degree of confidence, although it is conceivable 
that the clergyman lied throughout. So also it is in our power 
to conceive that where an account is corroborated by several persons, 
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all were joined in a conspiracy to deceive. If Mr. Tamm’s book tests 
stood alone, I should not credit them, though he were the Archbishop 
of Canterbury. It would be easier to believe that the high ecclesiastic 
lied or was insane than to accept a phenomenon the like of which was 
never heard of. But it follows in the wake of many other impressive 
cases of the kind. 

If we admit that this scholarly and accredited clergyman is prob- 
ably truthful, the next step is to ascertain whether or not he could 
have had subconscious knowledge of the passages and their locations 
by book, pages and place of the book on the shelf. 

We hear of persons of such an orderly habit (for it requires this 
to be certain that a book remains fixed in one spot on the shelf) and 
such a marvellous memory that they retain a mental photograph of 
the locations of all their books, and can tell exact number of the page 
upon which any one out of thousands of citations in books scattered 
through their libraries is found. But, in the first place, if there was 
ever a person who was carefully and scientifically tested on this point, 
[have never heard of it, and suspect that most stories of the kind are 
exaggerated. Secondly, at best such cases are excessively rare. The 
chance that Mr. Tamm was one of them would not be one in a hundred 
thousand. Thirdly, these prodigies are aware of their own ability, 
according to the accounts, while Mr. Tamm is not conscious of the 
possession of any such mnemonic genius. 

Is it likely that he had a mental picture of the order in which his 
books stood on the shelves, in view of his statement that during the 
two years that they had been there none of those referred to in the 
tests, save only No. 7, had been used by him? And he tells us, test 
by test, “I had no idea what the book was.” 

As already remarked, it is exceedingly unlikely that, even had he 
known in advance what books were to be used, he would remember on 
what pages appropriate or suggestive matter was, without any con- 
sciousness that he possessed such a marvellous power. 

But, further, two of the tests were associated with a book, “ The 
Tempest,” which he had never read, and in relation to which therefore 
no subconscious recollection would be possible. And both are among 
those which he regards as successful. 

If subconscious memory were supposed to play a part it would 
be in relation to the book in Test No. 7, since this-was the only one 
of the eleven which Mr. Tamm had used during the two years since 
the rearrangement of the books. But that was unsuccessful. 
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MR. TAMM’S RECORD 


n 
On the 20th of April, 1923, I purchased a book entitled “ The J r 
Earthen Vessel,” by Lady Glenconner, a volume dealing with spirit 
communication “ received in the form of book tests.” I read this book 
with keenest interest. 
On Sunday, 22nd of April, I undertook to see if I could not receive I 
a message from my mother or my brother by this same means, they 
to give me the preliminary directions through automatic writing. J 
With the exception of my first trial, the result of which I have § 
lost, the following are all the tests I have tried to date (June 10, 1923), § ° 
The books are all mine. They have been arranged as they are § } 
about two years, but none of them have been used by me during those 
two years, except the book in Test No. 7. It is a miscellaneous collec- § } 
tion of books. ( 
0 
Boox Test No. 1 
April 22, 1923. 
Directions 


“We must try this because it will help us to be closer together. 
Let us see if we have better luck now. Take up the first book in the 
shelf underneath. Turn to the 14th page. See if you will not see what 
mother means here. You will be able to know how much she loves you 
pinta ola page 40, no 14, yes 14, not very far from the bottom, now 


Result 

I had no idea what the book would be. I could only have made 
a guess at it. It turned out to be a volume of all of Shakespeare’s 
plays published in Hartford by S. Andrus & Son in 1843. I cannot 
remember ever opening this volume. I turned to page 14. The pages 


are all double column. I found I was looking at the text of the play 
“The Tempest,” Act 4, Scene 1. 


Prospero, “ Come with a thought: I thank you: Ariel, come.” 
Enter Ariel 


Ariel, “ Thy thoughts I cleave to: what’s thy pleasure?” 


Comment 

This to me was very striking. Since I began automatic writing— 
a year and a half ago—mother has continually said that I had but to 
think of her to bring her to me and also that she could and did know 
my thoughts. Over and over again this truth has been impressed upon 
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me. I consider this a successful test. I may add that I have never 
read “ The Tempest ” nor seen it enacted. 


The 
spirit 
book 


Book Test No. 2 
April 22, 1923. 
Directions 
* Now let us try again. Take the next book to the right. Let 
your hand first let the book rest. Then let it open the book to the 


page that we say. Page 57; mother will tell you how much she loves 
you; page 57 in the middle.” 


Result 


I had no idea what this book was, for there is no name on the 
back of it. I took it from the shelf. It proved to be “ The Tempest,” 
Clarendon Press Series, Oxford, 1874. Glancing toward the middle 
of the page I read as follows: 

Prospero...... * Say, my spirit, 


>celve 
they 


have 
923). 
y are 
those 
-ollec- 


3 How fares the King and’s followers?” 
Ariel, after describing their sad condition “ brimful of sorrow and 
ether, dismay ” continues: 
in the * Your charm so strongly works’em that if you now 
> what beheld them, your affections would become tender.” 
es you 
1, now “And mine shall. 
Hast thou, which art but air, a touch, a feeling 
Of their afflictions, and shall not myself, 
One of their kind, that relish all as sharply ' 
ma Passion as they, be kindlier moved than thou art?” 
eare’s 
Comment 
| pages Then came three words from mother “ Yes, that was right. Mother 
ie play § loves you like the spirit that loved them in the prison.” The passage 
is very appropriate, and the fact that it is a Spirit (Ariel) that does 
the loving and that he loves persons who are in prison (this earth 
must seem a prison to those who have left it) makes the passage all 
the more appropriate. I should therefore call this a successful test. 
Boox Test No. 3 
April 24, 1923. 
iting— Directions 
but to My mother who began the communication through automatic 
d know § writing said: “ Let Alvah [my brother] try and see if he can make a 
-d upon § book test. He will now try.” 
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* Alvah says ‘ may you find yr. love in this passage. Yes, that is 
what I am trying to get at...... in the big bookcase by yr. side left 
from the edge, first shelf, the first book that is upright, page 11. 
Let your eyes fall upon the page with reference to the thing that 
is not far from the top. You will recognize that it refers to yr. 
marriage. Now see if it is there. We will wait. Let us know.” 


Result 


I had no idea what book was meant. Obeying the directions I 
found it to be “ The Newcomes ” by Thackeray, New Century Library, 
Vol. 3, Thos. Nelson & Sons, 1900. Page 11 begins with four lines 
of a song. The 7th line under this contains the following: “ Why 
shouldn’t my boy have innocent pleasure? I was allowed none when 
I was a young chap,” etc. 


Comment 


My brother now said by automatic writing: “ Yes, that is right, 
you will have felt that was right, ‘my boy must have innocent pleasure’ 
—that was what I wanted you to find. We were most successful. 
Take my word that this will be fine when we have found the way of 
it better. Now we will be with you more than ever. Yes, it is great.” 
My own comment is this: During the past month I have realized as 
never before that I am now freer than ever before to marry, if I wish 
to. Through my youth I did not feel free to do so, being privileged 
to care for my mother. These words in the Newcomes reflect this . 
thought. I should call this fairly successful. 


’ Boox Test No. 4 


April 24, 1923. 
Directions 


* Mother will try once more. Let your hand touch the book that 
is next to the one you took out last. We will tell you what we have 
here in our world where we have been for some years. Page 47, near 
the bottom, yes..what we have in our world. Let us see if we have 
got this right.” 


Result 


Obeying the directions the book proved to be Hawthorne’s Scarlet 
Letter,—Everyman Edition. There are 33 lines of print on page 47. 
Beginning with the 16th line from the bottom the text is as follows: 
“A child’s shoe; the doll, seated in her little wicker carriage; the 
hobby horse—whatever, in a word, has been used or played with during 
the day is now invested with a quality of strangeness and remoteness. 
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though still almost as vividly present as by daylight. Thus, there- 
fore, the floor of our familiar room has become a neutral territory, 
somewhere between the real world and fairy-land, where the Actual and 
the Imaginary may meet, and each imbue itself with the nature of the 
other. Ghosts might enter here without affrighting us. It would be 
too much in keeping with the scene to excite surprise were we to look 
about us and discover a form, beloved, but gone hence, now sitting 
quietly in a streak of this magic moonshine, with an aspect that would 
make us doubt whether it had returned from afar, or had never once 
stirred from our fireside.” 


(Note. The last 10 words of the above quotation are at the top 
of the following, the 48th, page but are included to complete the 
sentence and the thought.) 

Comment 


It seems to me this is a most remarkably successful book test. 
My sister was present throughout this test and hereby with me testifies 
to the accuracy of all these particulars. 

My mother’s comment received immediately afterwards by auto- 
matic writing is as follows: “ Yes, that is fine. We will be here with 


you some time. Now be sure to be your best because that is what is 
necessary.” 


Boox Test No. 5 
April 24, 1923. 


Directions 

This test will tell you how much Mother loves to talk with you, 
find a book in the second shelf of the bookcase behind you, the 
first book to the left from the right end—yes, that is the same, the 
last book on the right, page seventeen. Mother wants you to find this 
so much, but you must not mind if it comes out wrong. We will begin 
many times till we have succeeded. Now look for the places page 
seventeen in the book nearest the end, the second shelf top but not 
necessarily there, be sure to read the whole page. You will see why 
this is best. Look now.” 

Results 


Upon my taking out the book indicated, which proved to be a tiny 
volume of 44 pages, “ President Wilson’s War Message,” and finding 
p. 17 to be meaningless, I received the following: 

“You have been mistaken, not this book but the next book by its 
side. This was not seen by Mother. Now may you be successful.” 

The “ next book ” proved to be Vol. 1, of Carlyle’s French Revolu- 
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tion (Chicago, Donohue Henneberry & Co. publishers). Page 17 is 
entitled “ Realized Ideals,” the heading at the beginning of the chapter, 
and the page chiefly refers to a man whose realized ideals is his Church. 
* Dull wert thou oh reader if never in any hour...... it spoke to 
thee—things unspeakable that went into thy soul’s soul. Strong was 
he that had a Church, what we call a Church.” 


Comment 


My mother’s chief joy was that I “had a Church.” She had all 
the old-time mother’s love that her son was a minister. Her love for 
me was immensely heightened by this fact. I am inclined to think my 
mother meant this reference to reveal why she loves to talk with me; 
rather than as I have written above how much. The appropriate 
reference to the having of a Church makes this a successful test. 


Boox Test No. 6 


Directions 


May 19, 1923, evening. 

* This test will help you to remember how we used to talk together. 
We were very intimate, you know. Let me see now. There will be 
several points of contact. Turn to the first book in the second shelf, 
—that is, the book you looked at before when we spoke to you last 
Sunday. Page 35, line near the foot of the page. You will be much 
interested in the message that you will find. Now let us see if you 
have found what Imean. Yes, page 34, 34 not 35, now let us see. .34.” 


Result 


Turning to the shelf behind me, I found the volume of Shakespeare’s 
collected plays. Looking toward the bottom of page 34 (1st column), 
I came on these words: from the “ Two Gentlemen of Verona.” 


Act 5, Scene IV 
Proteus: “ Where is that ring, boy?” 
Julia: “ Here it is: this is it.” 

Proteus: “How! let me see: why this is the ring I gave to Julia.” 

Julia: “ O, cry you mercy, Sir, I have mistook; this is the ring you 
sent to Silvia.” (shows another ring) 

Proteus: “ But, how camst thou by this ring? At my depart, I 
gave this unto Julia.” 

Julia: “ And Julia herself did give it me: 

“ And Julia herself hath brought it hither.” 

Proteus: “How! Julia,” etc. 
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Comment 


The several points of contact (promised above) are as follows: 

1. My mother’s name was Julia. 

2. My mother as a young woman before marriage had a devoted 
admirer who gave her a ring to remember him by. 

3. On my mother’s death this ring was taken from her finger 
and placed on mine. (Later note. My mother had purported to 
refer to this incident through Mrs. Sanders, nearly a year before. See 
Proceedings for 1924, page 193.) 

4. I wore it for a year or so before I lost it—to my great sorrow. 
Proteus might well be imagined as saying the same words to me wearing 
the ring as in the text above; and my mother could answer for me 
above all. 

After reading this passage in Shakespeare I received the following 
by automatic writing: “ Yes that was most wonderful. We used to 
make fun of each other like the people in the play. You have heard 
mother let you laugh at her. You would be funny with mother just 
like the people in the play.” 

All this is very true. The best book test yet—by far! 


I have never read or seen or known anything about the “ Two 
Gentlemen of Verona.” 


Boox Test No. 7 


April 29, 1923. 
This test my mother said would have more interest for Marion, 
my sister. 
Directions 


“This will have more interest for Mazie. Now let us try to get 
it. Turn to the book in the shelf below the shelf you have been 
looking in the second book from the left end page thirty, near the top. 
Now see. We hope this will be better than all thus far. Now look 
quickly.” 

Result 


The book was “Great Texts of the Bible,” “ Deuteronomy to 
Esther.” Edited by I. Hastings, D.D. Scribners, 1911. The first half 


_ of page 30 is made up of two paragraphs on “ Gratitude ” and on the 


importance of being grateful when things are not right. 


“Take it on trust a little while 


Thou soon shalt read the mystery right 
In the full sunshine of His smile.” 
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Comment 


I do not recognize any special appropriateness of this with refer- 
ence to my sister. In a way the idea is suitable for anyone. I think 
the three lines quoted above do precisely fit my sister with reference to 
Psychical Research. She is much puzzled but desirous to know more, 


Boox Test No. 8 


Directions 


Then immediately came another book test also for my sister, i.e., 
“it will be interesting to hear.” 

You will find the book in the shelf where you looked first, the 
seventh from the left. Begin from the left to count, page fourteen 
near the bottom. 


Result 
This proved to be Shakespeare’s “Coriolanus.” At the place 
indicated three ladies are conversing—Valeria, Volumnia, and Virgilia. 


The first two wish the other (Virgilia) to “ turn her solemnity out of 
doors ” and go along with them. But she refuses. 


Comment 
I do not see much point to this. 


Boox Test No. 9 


Directions 


“ Mother must think. You must now learn how mother feels when 
she talks with you. This must tell you how she feels. This will have 
a reference to our being together on earth—how happy we were! Look 
for the book in the shelf behind you—the second shelf, the fourth 
book from the left, page 75, near the top. Let us see if this is right.” 
Result 

I had no idea what book was referred to. On looking I found it 
to be Mr. Winston Churchill’s “The Crossing,” a book I have never 
looked into. I turned to page 75. There are 39 lines on the page. 
Beginning with line 13 I read as follows: 

** Polly Ann,’ I said, ‘did I ever do anything but good to you” 
She made a dive at me, and before I could escape caught me in her 


strong young arms and hugged me. ‘You are the best friend I have, 
little Davy! she cried.” 


Comment 
The automatic writing then said: “ Yes that was fine. We used to 


| 
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hug each other. You were fond | of. your mother—the best friend 
she had.” . 


aa True, my mother was very small, so “ hugging ” was easy and 
natural! Also due to my father’s death (in 1902) and my mother 
ae making her home with me; I was her “ best friend.” To me this is a 
nore, 
good book test. 
Boox Test No. 10 
Directions 
, 1.e., “Look for the next book to the left; the book next the one you 
took out first. Be sure to look first for the name of Mother’s mother. 
, the Yes, this is what you are to look for. Page fifteen near the bottom.” 
rteen 
Result 
The book which I had no idea of turned out to be Winston 
Churchill’s “ A Modern Chronicle.” I have not read it. 
place On page 15 I found no mention of my “ Mother’s mother,” but 
gilia. seven mentions (one “ near the bottom”) of my mother’s sister and 
ut of of the title I gave her “ Aunt Mary.” 
Comment 
The automatic writing then said “ Yes you were wrong, Mother’s 
sister.” I feel sure the failure of this test was due to my writing, to 
my not getting the word “ sister ” instead of mother. 
Boox Test No. 11 
May 19, 1923, evening. 
Directions 
pe “Let me see. This will tell you what fun we have here. Let me 
ne help you to be brave when you die, because we have such fun here. 
ght.” This will make you laugh. You will understand it when you see it. 
Find the seventh book from the left in the first shelf, page ninety-nine, 
ninety-seven page ninety-seven, near the top.” 
nd it Result 
rt The book proved to be the second volume of “ The Works of Edgar 
pase. Allan Poe ” entitled “ Tales; Marvelous Adventure ”; on page ninety- 
‘ seven chapter VIII began. The story was entitled “ Narrative of 
de A. Gordon Pym.” In the previous chapter the hero has just dressed 
6 himself up, chalked his face, etc., to look like the corpse of a murdered 


man. Chapter VIII begins: “ As I viewed myself in a fragment of 
looking glass which hung up in the cabin and by the dim light of a 
battle lantern, I was so impressed with a sense of vague awe at my 
appearance, and at the recollection of the terrific reality which I was 


sed to 
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thus representing, that I was seized with a violent tremor, and could 
scarcely summon resolution to go on with my part.” 
Comment 

This was just like mother! She had a keen sense of humor. Death 
may be, as in this story, very horrible here in this world. But no 


matter, in the next world they can laugh at all the horrors and treat 
them jocularly. 


On the whole, I think this is a very good book test. 
DISCUSSION 
Mr. Tamm estimates his results as follows: 


Test 


1. “ Successful.” 
2. “ Successful.” 
“« 38. Fairly successful.” 
“ Remarkably successful.” 
“« 5. “Successful.” 

6. “The best book test yet.” 

7. “No special appropriateness, though it fits in a way. 
Counted unsuccessful.” 
* Unsuccessful.” 
** A good book test.” 
“ Successful as mentioning the name of a near relative of 
mother.” 
“ 11. “A very good book test.” 


10. 


SOM 


The reader may or may not agree that nine out of the eleven are 
successful in one degree or another, though he must admit, if reason- 
able, that most of them are. 

But it is possible to measure to what extent the brilliant successes 
and also the less brilliant and even doubtful successes can be reached 
by chance, and that is by demonstrating the kind of results actually 
obtained through chance. 

Therefore I determined to try out the whole set of eleven tests on 
books similarly placed (though this really has no bearing upon the 
chances), choosing identical pages and parts of pages with those speci- 
fied by the purported spirit of Mr. Tamm’s mother. In what sort of 
a library? Manifestly it would be unfair to choose one composed 
exclusively of books on mathematics, geology, electricity and the like, 
as these would not be likely to bring forth any correspondences. 
Noting that the passages were to be relevant to a mother’s love for 
her son, her delight in talking with him, their intercourse in life, en- 
joyments in the spirit world, a dead man’s love for his brother, etc., 
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I went, as I supposed, to the other extreme and made most of my 
counter-tests in the library of the Society, containing many books with 
purported communications from the dead, discussions of communica- 
tion, and the like. Sixteen tests, each corresponding with Mr. Tamm’s 
entire series of eleven experiments, were tried out here with different 
tiers of shelves. Then, noting that four of the tests of the Tamm set 
(three of them successful) were with Shakespeare’s plays, and as the 
dialogue of these plays might be more prolific in coincidental passages, 
I tried out two full sets of tests with volumes of Shakespeare, taking 
them as chance dictated. Finally, since nine of the books in the Tamm 
experiments proved to be plays or stories, and it might be thought 
that such would be more prolific of coincidences of the kind which had - 
occurred than even a library of psychical research, I tried out the 
entire set four times in shelves of my own library mostly bearing stories 
and plays. 

Altogether there were amassed, to try out the doctrine of chance 
in the eleven experiments of Mr. Tamm, 154 experiments in a psychical 
research library, 22 in volumes of Shakespeare’s plays, and 44 in shelves 
mostly occupied by novels and plays, or 220 in all. 

Where the test was supposed originally to relate to the mother and 
her son, I examined to see how in the passages which turned up they 
fitted the case of Mr. Tamm’s mother and himself, so far as he has 
stated these relations. But if there was anything which fitted my 
mother, a very loving one, and me, I allowed this also to count as a suc- 
cess, which is liberal allowance. Where the original passage was sup- 
posed to express something relative to the sitter’s dead brother or living 
sister, I acted similarly. Also Mr. Tamm allowed himself some latitude 
in his interpretation of what was demanded in Test 5, and also accepted 
the statement that he had consulted the wrong book and so tried an- 
other designated one. I allowed the same latitude of interpretation 
and also used. two books, similarly placed, so that if the passage in the 
described location of either fitted it would count for a success. 

Even the titles of 220 books, with the briefest characterization of 
the passages found, quoting only those which could by the utmost 
extension of charity be deemed successes, would fill many pages, more 
than can be spared in the Journal. The exhibit will be reserved for 
a future Proceedings, only with this change: the 220 (or more) tests 
will be undertaken afresh, and witnessed by another person, who will. 
testify to the method and the results, verifying the judgments. For 
the present the reader will have to be content with the bare statistical 
results of the tests which I made alone for my own cent, and 
my assurance that I did my best to be accurate. 


170 A SERIES OF BOOK TESTS 


I. 154 tests in Psychical Library: Successes 17 Failures 137 
II. 22 tests with Shakespeare’s Plays: sas 1 as 21 
III. 44 tests with Novels and Plays: 


220 26 


Comparing the percentage of successes in each of the classes with 
the percentage of successes in the experiments by Mr. Tamm, we have: 


I. Psychical Library: Successes 12— 82— 

II. Shakespeare’s Plays: .046— .82— 

III. Novels and Plays: 18+ .82— 
The three classes combined : 118+ 82 


Thus we find that Mr. Tamm had nearly seven times the success 
that we should expect on the basis of the counter-experiments of Class 
I, just eighteen times what we should expect on the basis of those of 
Class II, four and one-half times what we should expect on the basis 
of those of Class III, and almost exactly seven times what we should 
expect on the basis of all combined. 

It is evident that there are great disparities between the per- 
centages of success in the three classes, though each points to the 
conclusion that something besides chance operated in the experiments 
of Mr. Tamm. 

The disparities are probably largely due to the comparative char- 
acter of the books in the three classes. The psychical research library 
seems less calculated to produce the kind of material called for by 
Mr. Tamm’s purported mother than I had supposed. The counter- 
tests with plays alone yielded a surprisingly small percentage of chance 
successes. But the tests of this class were too few. If another set 
of 22 plays yielded even one more hit, it would change less than half 
of one per cent to nine per cent. 

Since of the twelve books consulted by Mr. Tamm (two of them 
combined in a single test) five were novels and a sixth was a novel- 
istic history, while three were plays, the results of Class III, composed 
entirely of novels and plays, are likely to furnish the best test. But 
it would probably be too favorable, since no book in the Tamm test 
which was not a novel, novelistic history or play succeeded. A fair 
set of shelves for counter-tests should be stocked up half with novels 
_and histories of the J. S. C. Abbott or Carlyle types, one-third with 
plays and the remainder of miscellaneous books. 

On the whole I conclude, on the basis of the 220 counter-tests, 
analyzed and corrected, that Mr. Tamm’s ratio of successes was about 
five times what was to be expected. 
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NOTES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 


Logic is Logic. 

Sir William furnished the following to Light: 

Your readers who have followed the recent Harnett lunacy case may 
be interested in the following extract from Edward Maitland’s “ Life 
of Anna Kingsford,” Vol. 1, p. 341. Anna Kingsford was taking the 
course for her M.D. in Paris, and after hearing a lecture on forensic 
medicine, appealed to her professor for a definition of insanity whereby 
a patient could be tested. The professor informed her that the posses- 
sion of a fixed idea which no reason or evidence could displace, was the 
best test of insanity. As an illustration her professor related the 
following case in point: 

* Only last week,” said Dr. B , “a case occurred in my practice. 
Iand some other members of the Faculté were called upon to pronounce 
on the mental condition of a man who, in all respects but one, was as 
sane as you or I; a man in good position and repute, a clever writer, 
and good man of business. But he had a fixed idea which nothing could 
shake that he held conversations with his dead wife, and as his relations 
feared that, under such imagined influence, he might dispose of his 
property otherwise than in their favour, they very properly took medi- 
cal advice, and he is now in an asylum.” 

“ What!” exclaimed Mary [Anna Kingsford], “ that was the only 
proof of his madness?” 

“Certainly. What better proof could there be? The man’s wife 
was dead, and he believed that she came and talked with him.” 

* And, pray, why should she not?” 

“Why? Because she was dead.” 

“ But that is to assume the physical organism to be all, and that 
there is no principle which survives and can communicate with the 
living.” 

“ Oh, if we were to admit possibility of that, we should be admitting 
the truth of the spiritualistic hypothesis; and what, then, would become 
of us and our materialistic philosophy, on which we have made up our 
minds ?” 

“ Well, then, do you mean to say that no reason or evidence would 
convince you that there is a soul which survives, and can hold converse 
with the living?” 

“No; I cannot imagine anything that would convince me of that. 
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On the contrary, were I to find myself disposed to believe anything of 
the kind, I should suppose that I was going out of my mind, and should 
at once put myself under medical treatment.” 

“Very well, then,” she replied, “it is clear to me, from your own 
definition and confession, that you are already qualified for a certifi- 
cate of lunacy, and if I had my: diploma, I should be justified in signing 
it; for you admit that you have a fixed idea which no reason or evidence 
would shake.” 

Gift of Encyclopedia. A member of the Society who directs that 
his name shall not be disclosed, has placed in the Research Office a copy 
of the latest edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica. For this gift 
we are deeply grateful. Of all reference works this is most frequently 
of service, and the edition formerly used was so old as to be a very 
unreliable and imperfect guide. 

This gift of the Encyclopedia Britannica suggests to us that there 
may be others who would like to make additions to our library. All 
contributions for the purchase of books of such a purpose will be ac- 
knowledged under the general title of Book Fund and expenditures will 
be reported regularly. 

Honoring Sir Olwer Lodge. Mr. O. Herrmann, one of our men- 
bers, has given $100 toward the Navy and Marine Memorial, and on 
a panel is to be inscribed words of the following nature: “ Memorial 
to Sir Oliver Lodge.” That is, the panel is to be in his honor. Rear- 
Admiral B. A. Fiske has acknowledged the gift in a letter which 
promises that this shall be done. 


op est COL 


PUBLICATION FUND 


Our readers may have noted the last report of the Publication Fund. 
It will be seen from this that we have been able to pay for the last three 
Proceedings and the December Journal out of this fund leaving it now 
almost depleted. The Proceedings for 1925 are now in proof and will 
be ready within a month or two. They will prove to be a great drain 
if paid for out of our general fund, as we have increased our expenses 
in many ways. It is to be hoped therefore that our friends will see the 
necessity for this year at least of continuing to provide for the Pro- 
ceedings out of the Publication Fund. We hope therefore that they 
will continue to send us subscriptions for that purpose leaving our 
general funds free for salaries, office expenses, and other various de- 
mands that are made on them. 
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CURRENT PERIODICALS 


BY HELEN C. LAMBERT 


“The notes on Current Periodicals are strictly documentary. We leave to the 
periodicals and the authors the entire responsibility for their observations and inter- 
pretations—the purpose of this summary is, purely and simply, to keep our readers 
im touch with the movement of psychical research throughout the world. 


The Journal of Abnormal Psychology, Oct.-Dec., contains an article by 
Anita M. Mihl, Ph. D., M.D., called “ Automatic Writing combined with 
Crystal Gazing as a means of recalling forgotten incidents.” ‘Dr. Mihl 
describes a series of experiments with a fifteen-year-old girl who was brought 
to her as a “ behavior problem.” One very interesting feature of-the case is 
that recollection was carried back to the child’s fifteenth month. The patient 
looked in the crystal and while describing what she saw she wrote auto- 
matically giving explanations of her crystal-visions. She had no conscious 
recollection of the earlier episodes described; but these were verified by her 
mother. Dr. Mithl says: “ For the average adult, images have merely the 
minor function of aiding the abstract mental processes; and it is only when 
the thought processes come to a standstill, or are reduced or blocked, that the 
train of thought seems to go back to the track of visual images. The above 
sounds somewhat regressive. According to Jaensch, as quoted by Storch, the 
use of percept images by adults represents a primitive level of intellectual 
development. This interpretation seems somewhat difficult to reconcile with 
Prince’s idea, that these experiences, so far from being regression of thought, 
are really elements in highly developed adult thought processes. And this 
brings me to my conclusion that—the percept images combined with the 
involuntary writing are exceedingly useful and beneficial when restricted to 
memory pictures, and may be used constructively if they are worked out under 
the careful supervision of an adequately trained psychiatrist; but that they 
become dangerous when they are permitted to express uncontrolled phantasy 
productions which are merely withdrawals from reality, tending to produce a 
breaking up of any well synthetized mental state. Obviously then, percept 
images indicate on the one hand neither an entirely regressive state; nor on 
the other hand a totally progressive condition. They may be, with intelligent 
direction, useful and constructive; or, due to failure of direction, harmful 
and destructive.” 

An article by David Slight, M.B., Ch.B., on “ Hypnogogic Phenomena” 
discusses dreams under three heads: I—Where symbolic images arise in con- 
nection with ideas or states of mind or body—the phenomena studied by 
Silberer; II—Dream states occurring while falling asleep, and of the same 
nature as the dream of deeper sleep; I]]—Dreams in connection with 
objective stimuli. 

After making suggestions as to method of recording dreams Dr. ‘Slight 
says of analysis: “One of the most disputed parts of psychoanalysis is that 
relating to symbolism, and I feel there is something crude and misleading in 
the analytical treatment of this subject. Many psychoanalysts speak of sym- 
boils as static things—an image is detached from the dream, called a symbol, 
and associations are secured to interpret it on much the same principle as we 
look up a dictionary to find the equivalent of a foreign word in the English 
language—that is, as if the symbol and the real object were equal. * * * * * 
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Now these images form part of a context and it would appear that one may 
go far astray in detaching them from their context and thus approaching the 
dream in this piecemeal fashion.” He goes on to say that the Freudians 
explain the forgetting of dreams as due to the “Censor,” but that his own 
experience leads him to ask why we should remember dreams even if there 
is no such thing as a Censor. 

“When we are dealing with a new, bizarre, and fleeting production like 
the dream there is no reason why we should remember more than isolated 
scraps unless a written record is immediately made.” 


In the Two Worlds, on Dec. 5, Mr. Curnow’s article of his series: “A 
Historical Survey of the Physical Phenomena of the Past,” deals with direct 
writing, drawing and painting. He begins: “Is the spread of the truths of 
Psychic Science to depend on each person being separately convinced, or is 
it to be brought about by the voice of authority, that is, by men and women 
whose position and influence is such that the world will follow their lead? 
It is probable that the desired end is being slowly attained by a combination 
of the two processes. If there is a wise and directing Providence controlling 
human affairs, the issue is certain and may be cannot be hastened. The 
world, perhaps, is advancing in knowledge of these things as fast as is good 
for it. The patient can take no more than it can assimilate. Evolution from 
the material to the spiritual is an infinitely gradual process. The phenomenal 
facts we are observing in this series of articles are steps in that evolution.” 
On Dec. 12 Mr. Curnow takes up the Direct Voice, and on Dec. 19 he writes 
of materialisation. The last article of the series appears in the issue of 
Dec. 26. It is a summary of the ground which has been covered and is of 
unusual interest. He makes a strong case for the value of physical phenom- 
ena, which have been decidedly neglected in England of recent years. He 
“also speaks of two phenomena not mentioned in the preceding articles— 
Transfiguration and Elongation. Mr. Curnow does not mention shrinkage; 
by this I do not refer to a return to normal size. In a group with which I 
experimented for two years elongation was frequent. It occurred not only 
in the medium but also in some of the sitters. Elongation of the body was 
unusual, but that of an arm was quite common. In one case an increase of 
seven inches was shown in full light. But we only recorded one decided 
shrinkage. This occurred to one of the sitters and as the phenomenon was 
new to me I would not allow the light to be turned on, fearing it might cause 
some injury or a.failure of the return to normal. We all felt of it and re- 
ceived the same impression,—that the forearm had vanished and that the 
hand grew out of the elbow. The shrinkage was rapid, but return to normal 
was slow, and the subject was badly frightened. The elongations were repul- 
sive to witness as the arm and hand became rigid, cold, and corpse-like. In 
our case the elongations were of the forearm or wrist, and the hand remained 
a normal size; whereas in the instance cited by Mr. Curnow it was the hand 
itself which was lengthened. His remarks about ectoplasm are pertinent at 
this time, as the prevailing impression seems to be that it is a recent “ Conti- 
nental discovery.” This is erroneous as the phenomenon is an old and fairly 
frequent one though it is true that it was first systematically studied, and 
named, by European scientists, in recent years. While Mr. Curnow’s series 
is just what its name implies ——‘ A Survey,” and does not give exhaustive 
details of control, hypotheses, etc., he refers to sources of information where 
those who are sufficiently interested may find the original detailed reports. 
The series, printed in book or pamphlet form would make a valuable little 
historical outline on which to base a course of reading on physical phenomena 
of the past. He has refreshed our memories concerning mediums who are 
almost forgotten, but to whom we owe appreciation for their contributions 
to knowledge and for their courage and self-sacrifice. 


calli 
cite 
by | 
of 
| mor 
asst 
tele 
ord 
cus: 
fac 
con 
tha 

by 
bec 
tele 
tele 
son 
in 
thr: 
| Th 
imy 
lon 
ren 
alt] 
| hin 
apy 
art 
hat 
sta 

for 
| to 
| of 
pre 
be 
of 
} 
er 
me 
Di 
Ce 
ch 
of 
al 
pr 
tv 
0 


> may 
ig the 
idians 
own 
there 


n like 
lated 


direct 
hs of 
or is 
‘omen 
lead? 
lation 
olling 
The 
good 
from 
menal 
tion.” 
writes 
ue of 
is of 
-nom- 
He 
les,— 
kage; 
lich I 
only 
y was 
ise of 
‘cided 
1 was 
cause 
id re- 
it the 
ormal 
repul- 
>. In 
ained 
hand 
nt at 
“onti- 
fairly 
|, and 
series 
ustive 
where 
ports. 
little 


ymena 
o are 
utions 


CURRENT PERIODICALS 175 


The Revue Spirite of November begins with an article by Flammarion 
called “ Phantoms of the Living” in which a number of curious incidents are 
cited. In “A Reply to Ill-founded Objections,” M. Bozzano takes up, point 
by point, certain differences of opinion between M. Sudre and uimself. One 
of the questions under discussion is the phenomena of telekinesis at the 
moment of death. M. Sudre has remarked that these may be explained by 
assuming them to be mechanical results of telepathic action. He says: “In 
telemechanics the energy producing phenomena at a distance does not come 
from the sending-station. It is supplied by a ‘ relay,’ * which needs only an 
ordinary hertzian emission to bring it into activity. In the case under dis- 
cussion this relay is furnished by the percipient whose latent mediumistic 
faculties are released by telepathic action. This impact may remain sub- 
conscious for some time, which explains a delayed phenomenon.” 

M. Bozzano replies that this explanation is inconsistent with the facts; 
that if it were correct, the telekinetic phenomena would always be preceded 
by telepathic impressions. He says that this is only exceptionally the case 
because when telepathic impressions are received at the moment of death the 
telekinetic phenomena are not observed; and when they are present the 
telepathic phenomena are absent. “ Such is the result of analytical compari- 
son.” He then gives an illustration in support of this assertion and says that 
in the instance quoted the telekinetic phenomenon began, in its incipiency, 
three days after death, and was completely manifested after five more days. 
Thus had the phenomenon been the result of telepathy at the time of death, the 
impression would necessarily have lasted eight days, which he tells us is a much 
longer duration than has been observed in telepathic phenomena. M. Bozzano 
reminds us that apparitions seen by the dying are always of deceased persons 
although the dying person may be thinking of, and longing for, one dear to 
him among the living; that this points plainly to the hypothesis that these 
apparitions are not exteriorisations of the thoughts of the dying person. The 
article is continued in the December issue. 

The editor suggests that it might be useful to submit specimens of the 
handwriting of various mediums, obtained both in trance and in a normal 
state, for study by graphologists. This idea is welcomed by the graphologist, 
J. Crepieux-Jamin, who says that he has been inviting such an experiment 
for four or five years but has met with no response. He requests the editor 
to assist him by asking that such specimens be submitted, and that specimens 
of normal handwriting made at two or three other periods as well as at the 
present time be sent, together with specimens obtained in trance. Care should 
be taken to give name, sex, age, birthplace of medium and also dates at which 
both types of writing were obtained. These should be addressed to the Editor 
of the Revue Spirite, 8 Rue Copernic, who believes that interesting results 
may be obtained. The December number, under “ Foreign Chronicle” reports 
cross-correspondence by Morse Code received simultaneously through three 
mediums with whom sittings were being held at the same hour in England, 
Dublin and Moscow. 


The Progressive Thinker, Jan. 3, 1925, gives an interview with Dr. D. F. 
Comstock about the Crandon case, taken from the Boston Herald. He con- 
cludes: “ All of the scores of other cases which were brought to the attention 
of the Committee (The Scientific American) were dismissed after one sitting. 
This case, I understand, is still open after some ninety séances.” It should 
also be borne in mind that not all of the members of the committee were 
present at ninety séances, and that on the contrary sometimes only one or 
two of the members were present. 


*See Warcollier, “ Télépathie Active et. Passive,” Revue Métapsychique Sept.- 
Oct., 1924. (H.C. L.) 
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—All contributions intended for the Journal should be addressed to the Editor. 
—All other correspondence should be addressed to the American Society for Psy- 
chical Research, 15 Lexington Avenue; New York. 

—All checks and remittances should be made payable to “Lawson Purdy, Treasurer.” 
—Associates, paying an annual fee of $5.00, receive the monthly Journal. Members, 
paying an annual fee of $10.00, receive the monthly Journal and the yearly Pro- 
ceedings. The total number of pages for the year is about the same in each; the 
Proceedings contain the longer reports. Inquiries for membership will be greatly 
appreciated. 
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